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Japan Provides $2 Billion Import 
Budget; Freer Trade Trend Seen 


Japan has fixed a foreign-exchange budget of US$2,341 million for 
merchandise and invisible imports in the 6-month period October 1956- 
March 1957, the second half of the Japanese fiscal year, the Government 


has announced. 


The new budget amounts to $229 million more than for the preced- 


ing 6 months and is the largest in the 
postwar period. 

For commodity imports the alloca- 
tion is get at $1,915 million and for 
invisible imports, such as transporta- 
tion and insurance, at $426 million. 
These sums represent increases of $149 
million and $79.8 million, respectively, 





More Foreign Government Actions on 
page 5. 





over like allocations in thé preceding 
revised budget. 

Within the budget for commodity 
imports, provision is made for larger 
allocations under the global and auto- 
matic-approval systems; ‘and «for the 
budget’s reserve fund. 

Whereas in the first half of the cur- 
rent Japanese fiscal year about 60 per- 
cent of the exchange could be spent 
for goods imported under the global 
system, that is, from any source with- 
out restriction, the new budget fore- 
sees global imports at about 90 per- 
cent of the total allocation. 

The greater freedom permitted in the 
selection of supply sources is attributa- 
ble in part to Japan's current decline 
in sterling reserves and partly to its 
policy of encouraging more economic 
purchases and greater flexibility in the 
budget’s operation. 


AAS List Expanded 


The amount set aside for import 
of commodities under the automatic- 
approval system (AAS) is increased to 
$390 million, compared with $352 mil- 
lion in the preceding budget. Moreover, 
the number of commodities permitted 
import under this system has been en- 
larged to include vanadium, molybde- 
num, manganese and ferromanganese, 
pine resin, cotton linters, and lemons. 

The $210 million allocated to the 
reserve component of the budget may 
be used to purchase rice and to give 
more flexibility to the total budget. 

The unprecedented size of the new 
import budget is a reflection of Japan’s 
improved economic condition and its 





higher dollar-exchange reserves, 
Changes within the budget itself indi- 
cate a liberalization of Japan’s ex- 
change restrictions and a trend from 
bilateralism to freer trade. 

Allocations for the principal import 
groups are as follows: 


Foreign Exchange Budget for Merchan- 
dise Imports, October 1956-March 1957 


{Value in 1,000 dollars] 

Food ; 241,227 
Monopoly items 10,209 
Lumber 12,360 
Raw materials for daily necessities ... “22,580 
Textile raw materials . 811,073 
Fertilizer and raw materials 41,045 
Coal . 57,297 

Iron and steel products and 
raw materials 159,810 
Nonferr« us metals and nonmetals 75,700 
Petroleum 100,760 
Chemicals an d raw materials 9,455 
Pharmaceuticals 2,663 
Machinery 146,000 
Raw materials for processing 89,000 
Goods for barter trade 13,500 
Commodities for U. S. Armed Forces 6,000 
Reimports and additional imports 1,000 
Miscellaneous imports . 66,321 
Automatic-approval system imports 390,000 
Reserve fund : i 210,000 
Total 1,915,000 


Foreign Exchange Budget for Invisible 


Imports, October 1956-March 1957 
[Value in 1,000 dollars] c 

Transportation —_ eoveeveed 94, 746 
Insurance Be St ae auido ae 
Travel abroad 8,890 
Profits paid foreign investors . 27,922 
Government trade ; 10,569 
Trade incidentals . 24,500 
Technical assistance 16,700 
Communications 3,516 
Other services : 28,771 
Gifts 3,609 
Long-term capital transactions 47,929 
Short-term cepital transactions ............. 80 
Merchandise transactions ‘ bes 158 
Reserve fund 50,000 

Total 426,094 





Portugal’s imports of unmanufactured 
tobacco totaled 5.6 million pounds in 
the first half of 1956, 12.6 percent above 
the 5 million pounds imported in the 
comparable period of 1955, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Most of the increase occurred in 
larger takings of cigarette leaf reflect- 
ing the upward trend in cigarette out- 
put. 


Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own cities or 
localitiés through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 


ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their com. 
munities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
-is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 821 P 
Office Bldg * 

Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 
St. Bldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courth puse Bld 

Buffalo 3, “Si7 Ellicott St 

Charleston | a a i C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West’ End Broad St. 

Cheyenne Wye., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 


Chicago 6, Ml, 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bid 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Blc zg 
Les Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fia., 360 NE. First Ave. 
.— ~sa 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
{ 
New iteans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Che anlit St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 


Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St. 


St. Louis 1, Mo., 
Salt Lake City 1, 
St. 


910 New Feder 
Utah, 222 SW. 


al Bidg. 
Temple 





San Francisco ll, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savaynah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 


U. 8. Government section of phone book. 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 


Annual subscriptions: 





Domestic, $4.50 ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing); 
Superintendent of Documents and mail either to ag nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Goo- 
. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


Bur 


ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freel 
Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director of the 


FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 


U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


single copy, 10 cents. 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Bureag of Foreign Commerce 


Make remittances payable to the 


Mention of source will be appreciated, 
eau of the Budget, June 20, 1955. 
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DEPOSITED BY THE 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Prices, Monetary Operations Pick Up 





Mexican Balance of Payments Improves 


The Mexican balance of payments improved toward the end of 
the summer, as income from tourist spending and cotton exports in- 
creased, and was expected to be relatively small for the entire year. 


Prices picked up slightly, monetary circulation and credits began 
to rise again, and business was better. 


The balance of payments showed a 
strong downswing in the summer as 
the result of seasonal factors which in 
1955 were apparently offset by a re- 
turn of flight capital. Mexico lost $75 
million in exchange reserves in May, 
June, and July, as compared with a 
$4-million loss in the like period of 
1955. This decline ended in August, 
and by the end of the month reserves 
had recovered to $410 million, approxi- 
mately the same as at the beginning 
of 1956. 

An analysis of the main items shows 
a deterioration in the foreign-trade bal- 
ance in the first 7 months of 1956, re- 
sulting from larger imports not fully 
offset by larger exports. On the other 
hand, increases were registered in other 
items, such as the net yields from 
tourist traffic, gold and silver produc- 
tion, and workers’ remittances from 
abroad. 

Taking all current items together, 
Mexico did as well in the 1956 quarter 
as in 1955. Although the import vol- 
ume increased by 20 percent between 
January and July 1956, Mexico repaid 
$50 million in foreign credits and loans, 
$20 million more than in 1955. At the 
same time, it obtained in new credits 
$68 million, the same as last year. Fur- 
thermore, the balance-of-payments 
items not currently estimated show an 
excess of payments of $94 million this 
year, as against only $41 million in 
1955. 

Tourist Revenue Increases 

The overall result of international 
dealings from January to July 1956 
was a loss of $35 million in exchange 
reserves, but as indicated this loss was 
made up during August and prospects 
for the rest of the year were optimistic 
in view of large cotton exports and good 
prospects for coffee exports. The fact 
that Mexico was able to sustain a 
seasonal reduction in its reserves of 
$75 million and then recover the loss 
in such a short time without restrict- 
ing its import volume is an indication 
of the peso’s inherent strength. 

Tourist entries into the interior of 
Mexico from January through August 
totaled 370,222, a decline of 4.8 percent 
from the 388,862 persons who entered 
in the corresponding period of 1955. In 
the boom tourist months of July and 
August, entries were 12.5 percent below 
July and August 1955. On the other 
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hand, tourist expenditures were much 
greater this year than last; from April 
through July they were 38 percent high- 
er than in the like period of last year. 
The reason, according to preliminary 
studies, is that tourists have been stay- 
ing longer and spending more money, In- 
come from tourist and border trade 
combined in the January-July period 
exceeded that of January-July 1955 by 
$64.8 million, or 33 percent. 

Food-cost indexes rose in August and 
September, apparently as the result 
of seasonal price rises in fresh vegeta- 
bles and eggs. The cost-of-living index 
for the working class in Mexico City 
showed that food costs dropped slowly 
from 584.7 in March (1939=100) to 
577.7 in July, then rose 1 point in Au- 
gust and 4 in September. The overall 
index in September was about 8/10ths 
of 1 percent above the June low, which 
represented the total rise during the 
third quarter. 


Public Holds 5 Billion Pesos 


Most wholesale prices fell throughout 
the third quarter. Exceptions were the 
seasonal price rises in fresh vegetables, 
fruits, and eggs. Other wholesale prices 
either held normal or dropped slightly. 
Although most indexes cover Mexico 
City only, indications are that this trend 
is nationwide. 

In July the limited contraction in 
money and credit, which had occurred 
since early April, appeared to have 
ended, and by the close of August notes 
and coins in the hands of the public 
again exceeded the 5-billion-peso mark. 

Deposits in checking accounts rose 
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above the 5.5-billion-peso level, bringing 
the total monetary circulation close to 
the 10.8-billion-peso peak reached in 
March, 

Bank deposits other than in checking 
accounts, particularly savings deposits, 
were not affected by the summer con- 
traction and continued to rise slowly. 
Bank loans resumed their rise in Au- 
gust, and securities held by banks rose 
in July as did deposits as a whole, indi- 
cating that they served the banks as 
intermediate investment for their ex- 
cess funds. 


Government tax receipts were sub- 
stantially higher than last year; expen- 
ditures also increased, but to a lesser 
degree. As a result, a sizable budget 
surplus accumulated in the first half of 
1956, which was applied partly to reduce 
the public debt and to increase the 
Treasury's cash balances. Government 
borrowing was at a low level; the bond 
issues placed on the market this year 
totaling 450 million pesos were not used 
for new expenditures but for refinan- 
cing previous obligations connected 
with investment programs. 


Crop Prospects Good 

Crop prospects were good for the 
third successive year. However, the 
summer drought in northern areas af- 
fected certain economic sectors ad- 
versely, and disposal of the U. S. surplus 
cotton caused many businessmen to be 
concerned, 


Agricultural production was aided by 
favorable weather conditions in central 
and southern Mexico and along the 
Gulf coast, where the outlook for corn 
and bean crops was good, 


Mexico’s largest coffee crop was 
ready to harvest, with an exportable 
surplus forecast at 1.55 million bags of 
132.28 pounds each, or 11 percent 
greater than coffee exports in the 1954- 
55 season. 


Cotton ginning was almost completed 
in the Matamoros district, Sinaloa, and 
southern Sonora, and was under way 
in other cotton areas. Unfavorable 
weather in the Matamoros district, 
smaller areas planted on the west coast, 
and insufficient water for irrigation in 
the Mexicali ‘and Laguna areas reduced 
the crop to an estimated 1.8 million 
bales, or 19 percent below the 1955 
crop. 

Cattle were in poor condition as a 
result of continued drought in the north- 
central States, and corn, bean, and oats 
crops suffered losses. The Ministry of 
Hydraulic Resources reported that be- 
cause of the low water level of northern 

(Continued on page 13) 4 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Thailand Offers Market 
For U. §. Merchandise 


Genuine opportunities exist for U. S. 
firms to expand their trade with Thai- 
land. 

This fact is pointed up by an analysis 
of the 1954 Thai import market made 
by the U. S. Embassy in Bangkok, with 
the objective of stimulating a greater 
U. S. interest in portions of that market. 

The survey covers 113 major imports 
of Thailand in order that U. S. firms 
may determine the field which appear 
to offer the best chances for effective 
competition with other supplying coun- 
tries. 

Total imports from the United States 
in 1954 were valued at nearly $65 mil- 
lion. This figure is exceeded only by 
Japan, whose exports to Thailand were 
valued at $75 million. Other important 
suppliers were the United Kingdom with 
products valued at $37 million, the 
Netherlands whose sales totaled $31 
million, and Germany with exports to 
Thailand valued at $25 million. 


Imports Tabulated 


Many factors undoubtedly have limit- 
ed the extent of the U. S. share of the 
Thai market for individual items; how- 
ever, it is believed that the Embassy’s 
compilation will aid in suggesting pos- 
sibilities worthy of exploration. Particu- 
larly revealing is the table setting forth 
Thailand’s principal imports in terms 
of dollar value, together with percent- 
age of total value supplied by each 
country. 

Additional tabulations depict items 
for which the United States is the ma- 
jor supplier; those for which it is an 
important supplier; and those items 
which have been supplied in small 
amounts or not at all. A final table 
lists the 113 items according to the per- 
centage of each supplied by the United 
States with no regard to total values. 

Firms interested in the complete 
survey may request a loan copy of U. S. 
Embassy Dispatch No, 238, Bangkok, 
dated October 4, 1956, entitled, “Anal- 
ysis of 1954 Thai Import Market,” from 
the International Marketing Section, 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


Living Costs ‘and Conditions 
In Venezuela Described 


“Living Costs and Conditions in Vene- 
zuela,” a new report for U. S. business- 
men planning to visit or live in that 
country, has been released by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

The pamphlet is the first of a new 
series of reports on living conditions in 


4 


individual countries which has been 
added to Part 2, Operations Reports, of 
BFC’s World Trade Information 
Service. 

In addition to entry requirements for 
businessmen, tourists, and residents, the 
report contains current information on 
housing facilities, food and utility costs, 
and kind of clothing required. Other 
sections of the report cover health con- 
ditions and medical services, church, 
school, and recreational facilities, trans- 
portation, and communication. 

The 66-page pamphlet, published as 
No. 56-97 in Part 2, WTIS, may be 
obtained from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
any of the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, at 10 cents a copy. 

The entire series of Operations Re- 
ports, which also includes by-country 
information on import tariffs, licensing 
and exchange controls, and preparing 
shipments, is available on yearly sub- 
scription at $6 ($2.50 additional for 
foreign mailing.) 


Unemployment in Western 


Germany Shows Increase 


Unemployment in the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany increased during Sep- 
tember by 1,683 to 411,110, according 
to the Federal Office for Labor Place- 
ment and Unemployment Insurance. 

This figure is 83,900 below the low- 
est mark of unemployment in 1955, 
which was reached at the end of Sep- 
tember. The number of unemployed men 
declined in September 1956 to 179,673, 


ee of Berlin 
Banks About Complete 


The reopening of West Berlin banks 
closed in 1945 by the Soviet military 
administration appears to be nearly 
completed. One hundred fifty-six insti- 
tutions were affected by the Soviet 
order, of which 77, including some 
branches of West German institutions, 
have been allowed since 1949 to begin 
operations again. This group comprises 
most of the banks which believe that 
present conditions in Berlin will sustain 
their operations, and very few additional 
applications under the law permitting 
the reopening of former Berlin banks 
(Altbankengesetz) are expected. 

A number of banks have reopened 
chiefly for representation reasons and 
to maintain their contacts in Berlin, 
although their principal business is in 
the Federal Republic. For several rea- 
sons, the number of banks reopening 
is smaller than the number closed. 
Some were purely agrarian in character 
and could not be supported by the 
present volume of business in West 
Berlin. Others served limited, special 
purposes. The rest consist, for the 
most part, of banks which cannot meet 
the law’s requirements. 





whereas the number of unemployed 
women increased by 4,637 to 231,437. 
The German economic press com- 
mented that the trend toward a con- 
traction of the boom in the Federal 
Republic has affected the German la- 
bor market.—U, S. Embassy, Bonn, 








investment in 4 
Colombia $0.55 
India ae 
Indonesia ............. 1.25 
Se 1.00 
ee 
Pakistan 1.00 
Paraguay ....,........ .65 
Philippines ........ . San 
Rhodesia and 

Nyasaland ....... 1.75 
South Africa ....... 75 
Turkey occ 1.25 
Venezuela ........... 1.00 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents... 


a series of handbooks 
on investment fields, 
economic conditions, 
agriculture, industry, 
taxation, finance, 
business methods, 
ond trade 


in foreign countries 








Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U.-S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Portugal Reorganizes 
Fish-Canning Industry 


The Portuguese fish-canning industry 
has undergone a reorganization involv- 
ing changes in official policies and pro- 
grams relating to the sardine industry. 

The announced objective of the meas- 
ure as set forth in Government decree 
No. 40,787 of September 27 is to take 
steps toward solving the industry's 
economic, social, and financial problems. 

Sardines are to be supplied to can- 
ners under regulations to be determined 
by joint agreement between the sardine 
fishermen’s guild and the fish-canning 
guilds. The present measure seeks to 
fix annual quotas as well as maximum 
and minimum prices which canners are 
required to pay for sardines. In locali- 
ties where shortages of fish develop, 
sardine canners would be guaranteed 
supplies from other canning centers. 


Government To Aid Sales 


Government technical and financial 
support of sales-promotion campaigns 
also is an objective. The Portuguese 
Canned Fish Institute is required to 
take “necessary measures to increase 
productivity in the industry to enable 
it to compete under more favorable con- 
ditions in foreign markets.” Regulation 
of the industry will involve determina- 
tion of the minimum size of canneries, 
production cost studies, supervision of 
sales prices, wage adjustments, and relo- 
cation of surplus labor. 


Sales-promotion plans include means 
of expanding canned-fish supplies avail- 
able for export, as well as a proposal 
that such plans should aim at market- 
ing sardine surpluses in new markets, 
specifically in Eastern Europe and the 
Near East, as well as in the United 
States. 


The seasonality of the sardine catch, 
together with chronic unemployment 
between seasons when the fishing boats 
and canneries are not operating, has 
been the basic cause of conditions which 
official action now seeks to correct. 
Conditions in the fishing and canning 
centers were worse than usual in the 
early part of the current season because 
of prolonged bad weather when the 
boats could not operate. Regional eco- 
nomic difficulties of a similar kind also 
have occurred from time to time with 
changes in fish runs off the Portuguese 
coast and in size of catch. 

The new measure does not appear to 
supply an immediate remedy for the 
industry’s difficulties, but it does point 
the way to more intensive marketing 
and merchandising studies and to the 
possibility of eventually working out 
effective regulatory provisions. 

The canned-fish industry is one of 
the most important branches of eco- 
nomic activity in Portugal. Its foreign 
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exchange earnings are greater than 
those of any other industry except the 
cork industry, its fixed capital invest- 
ment is reported to exceed 500 million 
escudos, and operating capital amounts 
to an additional 520 million escudos. 
More than 22,000 workers were em- 
ployed last year. 


Portuguese exports of canned fish 
rose in value from 500.7 million escudos 
in 1950 to 922.9 million in 1955, or from 
12.6 percent to 14.8 percent of total ex- 
ports in those years.—U. S. Embassy, 
Lisbon. 





Britain Arranges for 


Trade With Bulgaria 


Trade arrangements agreed to . by 
the United Kingdom and Bulgaria for 
the 12-month period October 1, 1956- 
September 30, 1957, were confirmed 
by an exchange of letters signed in 
London on September 28: 


The new arrangements substantially 
repeat those made for the 12 months 
ended September 30, 1956. 

The United Kingdom market remains 
open to imports of many Bulgarian 
products, such as grain and oilseed, 
and specific arrangements are made for 
issue of U. K. import licenses up to a 
total of about £1.5 million for other 
Bulgarian products, mainly fruits and 
vegetables (£1—US$2.80). 

Bulgarian purchases of U. K. goods 
are to amount to about £2.5 million and 
are to include machinery, textile cloth 
and yarns, fish, copper sulfate, and 
woolen rags. 





U. K. GATT Concessions 
Made Effective 


The tariff concessions granted 
by the United Kingdom to the 
United States and other contract- 
ing parties to GATT in agree- 
ments concluded at Geneva in 
May were made effective on No- 
vember 12. 

Among items on which U. K. 
concessions were granted of in- 
terest to U. S. exporters are maize, 
grain sorghums, canned soups and 
shrimp, tool handles, steel sheets, 
vulcanized fiber, movie film, elec- 
tric-motors, machine tools, a wide 
range of machinery and parts, air- 
planes and automobiles, silk and 
artificial silk dresses, and tire cord 
fabric. 

Details of the concessions and 
rates of duty now in effect on the 
various items may be obtained 
from the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Germany Opens Quotas 
For More U. S. Goods 


The opening of additional quotas for 
import of U. S. goods has been an- 
nounced by the German Government. 

Included are quotas for import from 
all dollar countries of unworked gold 
and gold alloys for industrial purposes; 
import from the United States and 
Canada of GR-S rubber, artificial cold 
rubber, and oilproof artificial rubber; 
and import of crystallized egg albumen 
from the United States only; 

Imports from all dollar countries of 
unworked gold and gold alloys for indus- 
trial purposes will be licensed until an 
unannounced quota is utilized but not 
after December 31, 1957. This author- 
ization extends also to purchases made 
via the United Kingdom and Switzer- 
land against payment in a freely con- 
vertible currency, 

Imports from the United States and 
Canada of GR-S rubber, artificial cold 
rubber, and oilproof artificial rubber 
will be licensed until an unannounced 
quota limitation is reached but not after 
March 31, 1957. Items imported under 
this quota may be reexported from 
Germany only against payment in a 
freely convertible currency, and special 
types of artificial rubber may be ex- 
cluded from import. 


Imports of crystallized egg albumen 
from the United States will be licensed 
until a quota value limit of 1 million 
marks is reached (4.2 German marks= 
US$1). License applications. for such 
imports will be received until January 
31, 1957.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 





Pakistan Extends Measure 
For Promotion of Exports 


The export promotion scheme intro- 
duced by the Government of Pakistan 
in June 1954 has been extended for 1 
year beginning October 1 with some 
changes. 

The measure allows exporters of cer- 
tain commodities to use part of their 
foreign-exchange earnings for import of 
specified items. 

Under the revised plan, manufactured 
goods are divided into two categories. 
Exporters of items in the first category 
are entitled to receive licenses for im- 
port of specified goods up to a value of 
25 percent of foreign exchange earned, 
and exporters of goods in the second 
category may obtain import licenses for 
up to 40 percent of their exchange 
earnings. 

Exporters of primary commodities are 
entitled to receive import licenses ‘for 
up to 15 percent of foreign exchange 
earned. 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





South Africa Draws Up 
1957 Import Controls 


Moderate relaxation in the Union of 
South Africa’s import controls for 1957 
are indicated in provisional regulations 
announced by the Minister of Economic 
Affairs. 


The most important is an increased 
allocation, to £2 million, for import of 
4,000 passenger cars, most of which 
are imported knocked-down and as- 
sembled in the Union. 

Also, provision is made for an upward 
adjustment in number of permits issued 
for consumer goods for firms established 
since 1948 and other firms which have 
grown rapidly since that year. The 
additional amount of foreign exchange 
required by this relaxation is expected 
to be approximately £1 million. 

Other changes include modification 
of the restricted list and elimination 
of the so-called one-for-one list, which 
appeared in the Government Gazette 
of November 25, 1955. These changes 
are not expected to have a great effect 
on volume of imports but are intended 
mainly to simplify procedures for im- 
porters and Government agencies. No 
great changes are made in the priorities 
list, although a new list, as well as a 
new consolidated restricted list, will 
be published shortly. 

Permits for consumer goods will be 
issued initially in amounts equal to 
334g percent of 1948 imports, and addi- 
tional quotas of 20 percent are expected 
to be announced in April.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Pretoria. 





New Fees Su plant 
Some Swedish Duties 


Swedish import duties on certain live- 
stock and other agricultural commodi- 
ties have been replaced by a system’ of 
fiexible import fees, effective Septem- 
ber 1. 

The system is part of Sweden's new 
agricultural price-adjustment program 
enacted by the Riksdag during its last 
session, and the fees are expected to 
provide protection to Swedish agricul- 
ture in a manner compatible with inter- 
national trade practices under the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

In addition to being subject to the 
new import fees certain imported agri- 
cultural commodities must pay compen- 
sating fees corresponding to internal 
fees, that is, production, milk, and 
slaughter fees. 

Under the import-fee system some 
agricultural commodities formerly free 
of duty are now subject to specific or 
ad valorem fees, others are subject to 
import fees at specific rates lower than 
the former specific import duty rates, 
and others are charged higher rates. 

The new system is to remain in effect 


for a 3-year test period ending August 
31, 1959, during which the new fees will 
be allocated by the State Agricultural 
Board to different agricultural associa- 
tions for price-support purposes. De- 
pending on price developments the fees 
may be abolished, lowered, increased to 
the legal limit, or refunded.——U. S. 
Embassy, Stockholm. 


AUSTRIA 
Suspends Duties Temporarily 


Oranges, tangerines, bananas, honey, 
poultry, and canned fish will be allowed 
duty-free entry into Austria from No- 
vember 15 through December 31, the 
Austrian Finance Ministry has an- 
nounced. 

The items are approximately the same 
as those appearing on the 1955 Christ- 
mas season list except that oranges and 
tangerines replace last year’s nuts and 
almonds. 

Oranges, tangerines, bananas, and 
canned fish are now liberalized for the 
dollar area. Nuts and almonds, although 
not included in this year’s temporary 
duty-free list, are also liberalized for 
the dollar area. 


BOLIVIA 


Regulates Brokerage Firms 


Foreign exchange brokerage houses 
in Bolivia must be capitalized at 100 
million bolivianos at least for each office 
or branch operated, and not more than 
10 percent of the capital may be repre- 
sented by fixed assets, under a Supreme 
Decree of October 6. Twenty percent 
of the capital, or 20 million bolivianos, 
must be deposited as a guaranty fund 
under control of the Superintendent of 
Banks.—U. S. Embassy, La Paz, 


FRANCE 


Levies Tax on More Items 

The French compensatory import tax 
has been levied on the following com- 
modities at the rates indicated under 
an order of August 16 effective Au- 
gust 23: 





Tail skids, windshields, silencers, and their 
parts, motorcycles, autocycles, and invalids’ 
carriages, tariff No. ex 87-12, 15 percent. 

Sounders and detectors of hindrances to 
ultra sounds, for navigation, No. ex 90-28, 15 
percent. 

Stamping foil for marking iron, No. ex 
32-09, 10 percent. 

By the same order the tax was re- 
moved from: 

Foie gras, tariff No. ex 02-03, and fur skins 
of China cat, simply dressed, not dyed or 
glazed (no. ex 43-02). 


LEBANON 


Lowers Duty on Cellophane Paper 


The Lebanese High Council of Cus- 
toms, with a view to fostering local in- 
dustry, has lowered the customs duty 
on printed cellophane paper intended 








Peru Extends Period for 
Invoice Correction 


The Peruvian Government has 
extended the period for submission 
of consular invoice corrections to 
20 days following certification of 
documents. 

Granted under the terms of law 
No. 12,661 of October 22, the ex- 
tension amends article 63 of the 
Peruvian Code of Customs Proce- 
dure, which permitted only 8 days 
for corrections after certification 
and presented considerable diffi- 
culties for foreign exporters. 

This change should be noted in 
Department of Commerce publica- 
tion Preparing Shipments to Peru, 
International Reference Service, 
vol. V, No. 17, March 1948, sec- 
tion on Letters of Correction, 
page 3. 











for packing domestic products, effective 
October 19. 

The tariff item affected; its new duty; 
and former rate, shown in parentheses, 
is as follows: 


421. Paper in rolls or sheets, made up: (e) 
Other paper, n.e.i (4) Printed cellophane 
paper intended for packing domestic products, 
11 percent ad valorem (25 percent) (new 
classification): (5) others, 25 percent ad 


Valorem (same). 


—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 


SWEDEN 
Abolishes Price Controls 


Swedish price controls and ceilings 
on a small group of remaining price- 
regulated commodities and _= services 
were abolished on October 1 by the 
State Price Control Board. 

These commodities include radio-re- 
ceiving sets; wallpaper; linoleum mat- 
ting; newly manufactured rubber tire 
casings and inner tubes; pharmaceuti- 
cals, including vitamin preparations; in- 
secticides; refrigeration fluid; explo- 
sives; matches; and tall oil. 

Control of hotel and boardinghouse 
room rents is to remain, 


VENEZUELA 
Requires Drugs Be Sealed 


Venezuela now requires that packages 
and containers of. medicinal products 
and pharmaceutical specialties offered 
for sale in the country must be sealed 
by means of a strip of paper or plastic 
affixed in such manner as to prevent 
their being opened without breaking the 
seals.—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. 

This new requirement should be noted 
in U. S. Department of Commerce 
publication Venezuela — Pharmaceutical 
Regulations, Business Information Serv- 
ice, World Trade Series No. 522, Janu- 
ary 1954. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Canadian Area Invites 
Industrial Development 


The agents of the Pointe Claire In- 
dustrial Park on Montreal Island are 
jnviting correspondence from U. S. 
firms contemplating the establishment 
of manufacturing enterprises in 
Canada. 

Pointe Claire Industrial Park, lo- 
cated 14 miles from downtown Mont- 
real, is said to be situated on high level 
land 70 to 80 feet above Lake St. Louis 
on the St. Lawrence river. The area 
is north of main rail lines, and immedi- 
ately south of the proposed Trans-Island 
Expressway which will run the length 
of Montreal Island. 

Ample water and power supplies are 
available, and funds have been appro- 
priated to increase the current water 
supply by 4 million gallons daily by 
June 1957. 

The sponsors of the park are pre- 
pared to sell land to industry and to 
build industrial buildings to the specifi- 
cations for the tenants for rental on a 
leaseback basis. 


Interested firms are invited to sub- 
mit inquiries to Westmount Realties 
Company, 1367 Green Avenue, West- 
mount, Quebec. An illustrated brochure 
describing the park, which has been 
prepared by the Westmount Realties 
Co., is available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
zm, D. C. 


Capital Sought for Turkish 
Hotel and Tourist Center 


The Turistik Site Isletmeleri T.A.O., 
a tourism development company, is seek- 
ing approximately US$2 million to 
finance the import of construction 
equipment and furnishings for develop- 
ment of a hotel and tourist center on 
100,000 square meters of land at Florya, 
near Istanbul. 


Plans have been drawn for the cone 
struction of a 200-room hotel with ad- 
joining theater, casino, swimming pool, 
and sports area. The project is esti- 
mated to cost 25 million Turkish lira 
(28 lira~US$1), excluding the cost of 
the land. Of this total, 10 million lira 
reportedly can be raised in Turkey for 
local expenses. 

A copy of the architect's drawing of 
the tourist center together with a list- 
ing of the equipment to be imported is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C, 
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Electrieal Equipment Wanted in Greece, 
lran, Belgian Congo; Other Bids Invited 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. 
suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and_ specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 


BELGIAN CONGO 


Furnishing, installation, and putting 
into service of electric lighting equip- 
ment at the new airport of Coquilhat- 
ville; bids invited until January 16, 1957, 
by the Director de 1l’Aeronautique in 
Leopoldville-Kalina, Leopoldville, 

Specifications document No. 1-62-56 
pertaining to this adjudication may be 
purchased for $6 from Service des Ap- 
provisionnements, 1 rue de la Regence, 
Brussels, at the Secretariat Permanent 
du Conseil des Adjudications du Gouv- 
ernment General, Batiments Adminis- 
tratives, Leopoldville-Kalina, Leopold- 
ville, and at the Secretariat Permanent 
du Couseil des Adjudications of the 
Province of Equateur at Coquilhatville, 

The contract is valued at $70,640. 


CEYLON 


Five tool kit sets, 25 all aluminum 
sheeted buildings, 2 mobile cranes, Bids 
invited until December 28 by the Min- 
istry of Lands and Land Development, 
Secretariat Buildings, P. O. Box 500, 
Colombo. This procurement is ICA 
financed. Limited number of tender sets 
available.* 


GREECE 


Two diesel generators sets, 75 kilo- 
volt-amperes; 1 diesel generator set, 30 
kilovolt-amperes; 1 switchboard contain- 
ing for these generators 3 generator 
panels, 1 swinging synchronizing panel, 
1 transfer panel, and 1 distribution 
panel; and installation of the diesel gen- 
erator units and procurement of the 
necessary auxiliary equipment; also 
three power generating plants; bid dead- 
line November 28; surgical and diag- 
nostic equipment, laboratory equipment, 
2 automatic machines for manipulation 
of perforated cards, November 30; 200,- 
000 vials penicillin sodium crystalline 
and 60,000 vials dihydrostreptomycin 
sulfate, December 11; 13 refrigerators, 
December 1; quantities of light bulbs, 
December 5. 


Bids on these items invited by the 
Ministry of Finance, State Procurement 
Ministry of Finance, State Procure- 
ment Service, 56 El. Venizelos Street, 
Athens.* 


Underwater apparatus, 25; bids in- 


vited until December 7 by the Ministry — 
of National Defense, Navy General 
Staff, 2 Paparighopoulou Street, Ath- 
ens; fuel oil tank, December 7, Munic- 
ipal Electricity Enterprise of Heraklion, 
Heraklion, Crete, Greece; 23 batteries, 
December 11, Piraeus-Athens-Pelopon- 
nesus Railroad SPAP, 1 Karolou Street, 
Athens; 3 angledozer attachments, De- 
cember 13, Kopais Organization, Divi- 
sion of Administration, 15a Zenophon 
Street, Athens.* 

Twenty garbage trucks and 10 sprin- 
kler trucks estimated value $266,670; 
bids invited until December 21 by the 
Municipality of Athens.* 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 


istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Suite 714, Washington, D. C, 


IRAN 


Centrifugal electropumps, 8, and elec- 
tromotors 15; bids invited until No- 
vember 25 by the Iranian Tobacco 
Monopoly Institute, Tehran.* 


Liquid paint for buildings, 1,500 kilo- 
grams, bid deadline December 20, and 
steel radiators, hot-water type, De- 
cember 22, in accordance with specifica- 
tions, conditions and contract forms 
available at the Iranian Embassy, 3005 
Massachusetts Ave., NW. Washington, 
D. C.; bids invited by the Iranian To- 
bacco Monopoly Institute, Tehran. 


PAKISTAN > 


Supply of 6,000 yards of switchboard 
cables; bids invited until December 1 
by Mr. Rizvi, Purchase Coordinating 
Officer, Posts and Telegraph Directorate 
General, Block 32, Pakistan, Secretariat 
Offices.* 


SPAIN . 


The Spanish Ministry of Public works 
would like to receive quotations from 
U. S. manufacturers on the following 
port equipment and materials: Mobile 
cranes, electric and fuel motor, wagons 
and small trucks, electric and and fuel 
motor; locomotives and tractors for 
hauling cars, electric and fuel motor, 
port type; tug boats and boats with 
fire equipment; dredges, all types; in- 
dustrial equipment for quarries; shop 
equipment for the manufacture of con- 
crete blocks; equipment for mechanical 
cleaning of piers and warehouses. 

Quotations should be forwarded to 
Sr. D. Julian Anton Matas, Ingeniero 
Jefe de la Seccion 3a, Direccion Gen- 
eral de Puertos, Ministerio de Obras 
Publicas, Plaza de Atocha, num, 1, 
Madrid. 





WORLD TRADE LEADS 





U. K. Firms Want Work Agreements 


The exchange of technical data, pat- 
ents, and processes is proposed by four 
firms in England and Scotland wishing 
to introduce new products on the U. S. 
market and to manufacture U. S. prod- 
ucts under license in the United King- 
dom. 

Winston Electronics, Ltd. manu- 
facturer of specialized electronic equip- 
ment and instruments, is offering to.a 
U. S. firm its patents and know-how for 
the manufacture of electronic equipment 
including prelaunch testing equipment 
for guided missiles, harmonic response 
plotters, and alternator testing ma- 
chines, in exchange for U. S. patents 
and processes in the field of electronic 
communications and radar equipment. 

The company, located at Govett Ave- 
nue, Shepperton, Middlesex, England, 
reportedly has well qualified develop- 
ment engineers, full development and 
production facilities, and service tech- 
nicians. A brochure describing some of 
its products is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

C. F. Wilson & Co. (1932), Ltd., manu- 
facturer of horizontal slow-speed diesel 
engines, of Aberdeen, Scotland, is in- 
terested in obtaining licenses from U. S. 
firms for the manufacture of related 
lines to which its facilities can be 
adapted. 

The company is particularly inter- 
ested in such products as compressors, 
centrifugal pumps, plungers, and any 
class of machinery whose individual 
components do not exceed 30 hundred- 
weight, with the finished product under 
5 tons. A copy of Wilson’s catalogue 
also is available for review on loan 
from BFC’s Investment Development 
Division. 

Surfex Flooring Co., Ltd. flooring 
manufacturers, wishes to assign to a 
U. S. firm its patents and processes-for 
the manufacture of a plastic flooring 
material marketed under the trade 
name, Polyflex. 

Described as a plastic material of 





Sea Water Evaporation 


System Planned in London 


Preliminary notice of international 
bidding for a complete sea-water evap- 
orating and distilling installation, in- 
cluding boilers and electrical supplies 
and services, for NATO infrastructure, 
has been given by the British Admi- 
ralty, Whitehall, London, S.W. 1. 

All components will be required to 
be manufactured from high-quality ma- 
terials and in accordance with British 
Standard Specifications and will be sub- 
ject, during manufacture, to inspection 
by British Admiralty Inspecting Officers 
or other appropriate authority. 


paste viscosity which can be applied 
with a plasterer’s steel trowel, Polyflex 
comes in marbled or plain colors, 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with A. M. Bushby, 
director, 48 High Street, Camberley, 
Surrey, England. A copy of the brochure 
describing the product is available for 
review on loan from BFC’s Investment 
Development Division. 

H. R. Marsden, Ltd., manufacturer of 
pit and quarry crushing plants, sand 
and gravel plants, etc., at Soho Engi- 
neering Works, Sweet Street, Leeds 11, 
Yorkshire, England, would like to 
license a U. S. firm for the manufacture 
of its patented Unicon Gravel Washer, 
and other patented Marsden products. 

In addition to the gravel washer, the 
company offers a patented stone crusher 
which is marketed under the trade 
name, Dualpact, and a range of Marsden 
all-steel roller-bearing granulators. In- 
terested firms are invited to correspond 
direct with A. A. Wells, sales director, 
at the Yorkshire address. 

World Trade Directory reports on all 
of the firms listed are available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for 
$1 each. 





New Zealand Producer 
Seeks Agreement 


Chromolux, Ltd., manufacturer and 
importer of electrical appliances, wishes 
to enter into a working agreement with 
U. S. manufacturers of household elec- 
trical appliances, such as _ heaters, 
toasters, irons; and electrical fittings, 
for their production in New Zealand. 

Imports of most electrical appliances 
from the United States are not per- 
mitted under licensing regulations of the 
New Zealand Government, so a licens- 
ing connection with the New Zealand 
firm reportedly would enable the U. S. 
manufacturer and licensor to increase 
its products’ sales in that country. 

The firm has indicated that compo- 
nent parts of the items to be manufac- 
tured which cannot be produced in New 
Zealand would be purchased from the 
United States. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the company, 23 
Holland Street, Wellington. A World 
Trade Directory report on Chromolux, 
Ltd., is available to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commerical Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 





Western Germany’s butter imports in 
the first half of 1956 were 22.7 million 
pounds, 38 percent below the like pe- 
riod of 1955, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 





Canadian Manufacturer 
Plans Expansion 


National Machine Products, Ltd., 
manufacturer of machine tools 
and dies, and engaged in general 
machine-shop work, is seeking to 
expand its production through ar- 
rangements with U. S. metal 
manufacturers for the manufac- 
ture under license in Canada of 
machine tools and related metal 
products. 

The company, organized in 1946, 
is said to have adequate facilities 
for diversification. In addition to 
manufacturing for its own sales 
outlet, the firm also is engaged 
in subcontract work for industrial 
manufacture, 

interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with J. K. Wil- 
liamson, president of the com- 
pany, 65 Torbarrie Road, Downs- 
view, Toronto, Ontario, 











Australia Wants Bids 
For Harbor Dredging 


Bids on dredging and pumping ashore 
approximately 4 million cubic yards of 
material from the Port Kembla Inner 
Harbor, and incidental work, have been 
invited by the Department of Public 
Works, Bridge and Phillip Street, 
Sydney, New South Wales. 

Some 2.5 million cubic yards of mate- 
rial are to be removed by March 31, 
1960, and the entire contract completed 
within 8 years. 

Progress payments may be limited 
to £A250,000 per year (£A=—US$2.24), 
A 16-inch dredge is stated to be large 
enough to do the job and stay within 
the limits of progress payments. While 
a larger dredge may be used and the 
work completed prior to the 8-year 
limitation, it may be necessary to wait 
for a period of time before final pay- 
ment can be obtained. A dredge can be 
unloaded at the Port Kembla harbor 


but the maximum lift of the wharf crane 
is 20 tons. 


The plans and specifications are 
available at the Postal and Contractors 
Room, Department of Public Works, 
Bridge & Phillip Streets, Sydney for 
£A 3/5/0 a set. 


Iraq To Build Sulfur Plant 


Bids for construction at Kirkut of a 
plant for the extraction of sulfur from 
natural gas will be invited within 3 
months by the Development Board, 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad. 
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Desalting Membranes 
Wanted in S. Africa 


The Anglo-American Corp. of South 
Africa, Ltd., is inviting bids for a lim- 
ited time for the manufacture of perm- 
selective membranes to be used in de- 
salting water in multicell demineraliza- 
tion plants on the Orange Free State 
goldfields. 

Initially 30,000 anionic and 30,000 
cationic membranes will be needed for 
the first plant, now under construc- 
tion. An annual replacement of 45,000 
of each type of membrane also is con- 
templated. Additional plants are 
planned as soon as the initial plant has 
been completed. 

The South African Council for Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research is said to 
have developed an_ electrodialysis 
process using homogeneous membranes. 
A license for the production of these 
membranes will be offered to the suc- 
cessful bidder. The successful firm will 
be asked to begin manufacture as soon 
as possible so that membranes will be 
available by November 1957 for incor- 
poration in a demineralization plant 
being designed to treat 100,000 gallons 
per hour of water pumped from under- 
ground in the goldfields area. 

A copy of the invitation to bid, in- 
cluding specifications, is available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Anglo-American Corp. is in prep- 
aration and soon will be available to 
qualified U.S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1. 





Montreal Locomotive Works 


Wants To Make New Products 


Montreal Locomotive Works, Ltd., 
manufacturer of diesel locomotives, ma- 
chinery and equipment for use in the 
pulp and paper industry, mechanical 
and hydraulic presses, etc., is interested 
in arrangements with U. S. firms for 
the manufacture in Canada of related 
products of metal fabrication. 

As a part of its planned diversification 
program, the company is interested in 
discussions with any U. S. firm contem- 
plating the marketing and manufactur- 
ing of related metal products in Canada. 

A copy of the brochure entitled, “A 
Place in Your Future in Canada,” pre- 
pared by the Montreal - Locomotive 
Works, is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond direct with 
J. S. O. Neville of the company, P. O, 
Box 1000, Place D’armes, Montreal. 
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Indian Fertilizer Plants Planned 


At least 4 new fertilizer plants—to be 
located at Nangal, Neiveli, Rourkela, 
and Bombay—are being planned by the 
Indian Government to assure that tar- 
gets for increased food production will 
be achieved. Plans for the Nangal plant 
are the most advanced, and the Nangal 
Fertilizer Co., Ltd., a semiautonomous 
Government agency, has been estab- 
lished to supervise the plant’s construc- 
tion at Nangal, west of Simla. 

This factory is expected to produce 
ammonium nitrate diluted with lime- 
stone to give a fixed nitrogen content 
of 20.5 percent using the process of 
electrolytic decomposition of water 
and liquefaction of air. The plant will 
have a capacity of 70,000 to 80,000 tons 
of fixed nitrogen a year and will use 
electricity from the nearby Bhakra 
Dam, Associated with the fertilizer fac- 
tory will be a plant to produce about 
15 to 17 tons of heavy water annually. 

Provigonal planning for the plant at 

@Neiveli “envisions production of-about 
70,000 tons of fixed nitrogen annually 
in the form of urea and sulfate-nitrate 
from nearby lignite deposits, using the 
gasification of lignite process. Similarly 
it is anticipated that the Rourkela plant 
will produce about 80,000 tons of fixed 
nitrogen annually in the form of diluted 
ammonium nitrate, using nitrogen and 
oxygen obtained as byproducts from 
the neighboring Rourkela steel plant. 

The plant at Bombay will have a 
potential production of 95,000 tons of 
fixed nitrogen annually in the form of 
urea and sulfate-nitrate, using the 
petroleum refinery gases from the two 
principal petroleum refineries in Bom- 
bay as raw materials. 

The Indian Government is interested 
in obtaining the services of competent 
foreign firms, particularly U. S. com- 
panies, to design and construct these 
plants, preferably on a long-term credit 
basis. The 4 plants are estimated to 
cost from $42 million to $52.5 million, 





Irish Product Retailers 
Offered Listings 


Retailers of Irish imported 
goods are offered free listings in 
a new, revised directory of Irish 
products published for consumer 
distribution by the Irish Export 
Promotion Board, 

Publication of the booklet, en- 
titled “Products of Ireland—Re- 
tail Sources in the United States,” 
was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 23, 1956, page 
13. Interested parties are invited 
to send their listings to the Board, 
Department T-5, 33 East 50 Street, 
New York 22, N. Y. 











about 60 percent of which would. Te- 
quire foreign exchange. 

Interested U. S. firms 7 wish to 
send their proposals on the Nangal 
project to B. C. Mukherji, managing 
director of Nangal Fertilizer Co., Ltd., 
157-48 Diplomatic Enclave, New Delhi. 
Additional data concerning the other 
three plants may be obtained by writ- 
ing to S. Jagannathan, Joint Secretary 


in the Ministry of Production, New 
Delhi. 





Company in Australia Seeks 


Manufacturing Agreement 
Coates & Co., Ltd., Australian manu- 


facturer of engineering equipment, is 
interested in obtaining manufacturing 
agreements from U.‘S. producers of 
contractors’ plant and material-handling 
equipment, including specialized equip- 
ment for use in civil construction work 
and/or the building industry. 

The company, with an engineering 
shop of approximately 12,000 square 
feet, is said to have general machining 
and steel fabrication facilities, and to 
have engaged in the manufacture of 
such major projects as hydroelectric 
power stations, large ore bridges, and 
overhead traveling cranes. 

A copy of the firm’s 1956 annual 
report is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. A Werld Trade Direc- 
tory report on Coates & Co., Ltd., also 
is available to qualified U.S. companies 
from BFC’s Commercial Intelligence 
Division for $1. 





Bids May Be lithe Soon 
For Construction in Baghdad 


Tenders soon may be invited as a 
result of a master plan for Baghdad, 
prepared by Minoprio & Spenceley & 
P. W. Macfarlane, 18 Seymour Street, 
London W. 1, England, British archi- 
tects and town planning consultants to 
the Baghdad municipality. 


Plans and specifications for the pro- 
posed sewage system and sewage dis- 
posal works already have been prepared 
and are in the hands of :nunicipal au- 
thorities, who expect to invite public 
bids shortly. 

Also approved is the construction of 
2 additional bridges and of civic and 
government centers. Plans for construc- 
tion of a public library, central tele- 
graph and post office, court house, 
property registration (Tapu) office, Lord 
Mayor’s office, and the Baghdad Uni- 
versity are in preparation, 
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Construction in Italy 


Planned by NATO 


A new project in Italy estimated at 
$1,126,400 has been opened to U. S. 
bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The work involves construction and 
installation of 20 hangars for NATO 
airbases in Italy. The hangars, to be 
completed in a total of 180 calendar 
days, are to be furnished in place, 
complete with concrete antidust floors, 
electrical installations, and thermal 
insulation. 

Firms wishing to partcipate in this 
work should submit their applications 
before November 25 to the Ministero 
Difesa-Aeronautica, Direzione Generale 
Demanio, Ufficio Studi, la Sezione, Viale 
Castro Pretorio, Rome, enclosing infor- 
mation on their qualifications on an 
appropriate form obtainable on request 
from the Trade Developmént Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Reference No. 056 should 
be shown on the envelope and enclosed 
documents. 

Companies desiring to bid who are 
not already certified to participate in 
NATO projects should send their quali- 
fications to the Trade Development 
Division, as described in the brochure 
on the NATO international competitive 
bidding program available from that 
Division. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from ~-BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevailing 
Jaws and regulations in this country and 
abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Trade Opportunity Section, Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
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eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 


Austria 

Brueder Reininghaus Brauerei-Aktien- 
geslischaft (brewer, exporter), 1 Rein- 
inghausstrasse, Graz, wishes to export 
direct or through agents 8,000 to 10,000 
hectoliters (1 hectoliter= 26.42 gallons) 
monthly of bottled beer. 


France 

Etablissements G. Ancel (distiller, 
wholesaler, exporter), 30-32 rue Barbe- 
zieux, Cognac, Charente, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent large quan- 
tities of cognac brandy, 5 years old and 
over, in glass bottle; also an aperitif 
or fortified wine known as Pineau des 
Charentes in glass bottles. 


Bicycle Accessories 


Germany 

Sueddeutsche Metallwerke GmbH 
(manufacturer, exporter of toys and bi- 
cycle accessories), 5 Industriestrasse, 
Walldorf/Baden, wishes to export direct 
or through agent bicycle accessories in- 
cluding headlamps, rear lights, dynamos, 
and electric horns. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive brochure available.* 
Cement 


France 

Societe des Ciments Francais (im- 
porter of equipment: for quarries and 
cement factories; manufacturer, whole- 
saler of lin.. and cement; exporter of 
artificial portland cement, slag cement, 
white portland cement) 80 rue Taitbout, 
Paris, wishes to export direct port- 
land cement described as: Strength 
315/400 BSS 12/1947. 


Children’s Beachwear 
England 


Dennis Venning, Ltd. (manufacturer, 
exporter), Mitre House, Western Road, 
Brighton, Sussex, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
children’s beachwear including briefs, 
paddlers, coats, gowns, robes, etc., made 
of high-quality terry toweling in col- 
ored patterns and plain colors. Samples 
and price list available.* 


Electrical Appliances 


Germany 

Electrostar, GmbH (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of electric mixers, vacuum clean- 
ers, floor-polishing machines; hot-air 
dryers), Reichenbach/Fils, wishes to ex- 
port direct 1,000 monthly of electric 
mixer and kitchen aid, with special stir- 
ring, kneading, meat-chopping, and slic- 
ing attachments; also attachment for 
making ice cream, fruit juice, and 
whipped cream. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive brochure available.* 


Foodstuffs 


Denmark 
Skive Cheese Factory—Borge Hansen 








Honduras To Purchase 
Highway Equipment 


An invitation to bid on equip- 
ment, accessories, and spare parts 
required for a Honduran highway 
Maintenance program has been 
issued by the Direccion General 
de Caminos, Tegucigalpa. The bid 
deadline is December 5. 

A copy of the bid invitation in 
Spanish and English, and of speci- 
fications in 19 different categories, 
is available for review on loan 
from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Specifications on particular 
items will be sent airmail to U. S. 
firms on their direct request to 
Upham, Porter & Urquhart Asso- 
ciated, Direccion General de 
Caminos, Tegucigalpa. 








— \ 





(processor, exporter), Holstebrovej 6, 
Skive, wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents, except New York area, 
high-quality Danish theese of all types, 
including processed, danablue, mycella, 
samsoe, maribo, fynbo, danbo, elbo, tybo, 
havarti, esrom, molbo, and camembert 
The firm reports it produces 16 tons 
processed cheese daily, and other types 
in large quantities. 


England 

Hawley, Russell & Baker, Ltd., (im- 
porter, exporter of general merchan- 
dise), 20 Blackfrairs Lane, London, 
E.C. 4, wishes to export direct coffee, 
cocoa, chillies, and other crops from 
southern British Cameroons. 


Jewelry 
Denmark 


Feiling & Co. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Askebyvej 4, Virum, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
sterling silver and enamel jewelry of 
high-quality craftsmanship. Photographs 
available.* 


Leather Goods 


Germany 
Carl Hepting & Co., GmbH (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 47 Wienerstrasse, 


Stuttgart-Feuerbach, wishes to export 
direct leather goods, including briefcases 
and bags, and cases for school and busi- 
ness, made of smooth side leather; also 
men’s belts. 


Lumber 


Cuba 

Taco Bay Lumber Co., S.A. (lumber 
mill operator), Taco Bay, Baracoa, Ori- 
ente, wishes to export direct 25,000 to 
30,000 board feet of Cuban hardwoods 
(Najesi and Ocuje). Capacity of mill: 
4,000 to 5,000 ft. daily. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





Hoaee es me a 


> 


iil 





(im- 
chan- 
ndon, 
offee, 

from 


— 
hes to 
agents 
iry of 
zraphs 


nufac- 
trasse, 
export 
efcases 
d busi- 
rT; also 


umber 
a, Ori- 
000 to 
iwoods 
f mill: 


V eekly 








Novelties 


Australia 

MacDonald & Baker (manufacturer), 
42 Atchison St., St. Leonard’s, Sydney, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
mesh shopping bags in a variety of col- 
ors, made of cotton twine with crocheted 
and/or plastic handles; all-plastic bags; 
and bags of 1 linen, 1 rayon, and 1 cot- 
ton strand with plastic handles. Sam- 
ples and price information available.* 


Pharmaceuticals 


Germany 

Homoia, Otto-Ruediger Bieringer 
(manufacturer, exporter of pharmaceu- 
ticals, chemicals, cosmetic, food prepa- 


rations), Kussmaulstrasse, Bau 15,- 


Karlsruhe, Baden, wishes to export di- 
rect several thousand cases containing 
70 bottles each of pharmaceuticals de- 
scribed as elixir for females, a nerve 
tonic without animal hormones. Descrip- 
tive leaflets available.* 


Scales 


Germany 

Julius Soehnle (manufacturer), 28 
Blumenstrasse, Murrhardt /Wuerttem- 
berg, wishes to export direct or through 
agent approximately 1,000 monthly of 
sliding-weight household scales, chip- 
resistant enamel, white or colored, with 
fine and coarse adjustment for baby 
tray and empty vessels, German or Eng- 
lish measurements. Heavy construction 
with hardened edges and bearings. Il- 
lustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Sporting Goods 
Denmark 

Julius Guldmann’s Eftfig. (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter of sporting goods; 
manufacturer of pellets — bullets — and 
fishing tackle), 18 Ronne Alle, Korsor, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
shotguns, ammunition, hunting acces- 
sories, fishing tackle, and sporting ar- 
ticles. 
Toys 
Germany 

Sueddeutsche Metallwerke GmbH 
(manufacturer, exporter of toys and bi- 
cycle accessories), 5 Industriestrasse, 
Walldorf/Baden, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent stuffed animals 
and fairy-tale figures. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflet and price list avail- 
able.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Artists’ Supplies 


Canada 

Clifton Imports (importing distribu- 
tor, manufacturers’ agent), 22 Glen 
Gannon Drive, Toronto, Ontario, wishes 
to purchase direct a full line of signwrit- 
ers’ showcard, and lettering brushes, in- 
cluding sable flats and rounds, bulletin 
fitches, squirrel and camel letterers in 
quills, cutters; illustration boards, 





November 19, 1956 





Cigarette Plant Bids 
Sought by Iraq 


The Director General, Tobacco 
Monopoly Administration, Bagh- 
dad, has invited tenders until 
January 23, 1957, for furnishing 
and delivering all machinery and 
equipment required for an air- 
conditioned cigarette factory at 
Sulaymaniyah, with a daily ca- 
pacity of 4 million cigarettes. 

The work includes supervising 
the installation and. satisfactory 
operation of the plant for 12 calen- 
dar months. 

Plans for this factory were an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 19, 1956, page 13. 

Copies of tender documents may 
be purchased from the Director 
General of the Tobacco Monopoly 
Administration for 25 Iraqi dinars 
(1 Iraqi dinar=US$2.80), or in- 
spected at the Embassy of Iraq, 
2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. 











papers, tracing paper (pad and rolls), 
or any paper stock used by artists. 

Firm requests full description and 
catalogs, and quotations must come 
from manufacturers, not wholesale dis- 
tributors, since Canadian company must 
be able to quote wholesale prices. 


Automotive Equipment 


Saudi Arabia 

Abdullah Saied Ba-Makhrama (im- 
portingsdistributor, commission mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 399, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct automotive spare parts. 


Chemicals and Raw Materials 
Austria 

Haitinger & Dick (importer, whole- 
saler, sales agent, commission merchant 
handling waxes, oils, and fats), 24 
Bauernmarkt, Vienna I, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and/or obtain agency for 
chemical raw materials and chemical] 
products for the following industries: 
Pharmaceutical, lubricant, candle, paint, 
varnish, rubber, and plastics. 


Germany 

Hanf & Nelles, Inh. Kar] Sehroeteler 
(importer, wholesaler), 10 Koehlstrasse, 
Duesseldorf-Lohausen, wishes to pur- 
chase direct raw materials for the 
chemical, lacquer, and paint industries, 
including balsam oil, wood turpentine, 
solvents, pine oil; resin, synthetic resin, 
softeners, pigments, gilsonite asphalt, 
fillers and stabilizers for plastic mate- 
rial, as well as special auxiliaries for the 
lacquer industry. 

A. Petersen (importer, wholesaler of 
pine tar, tall oil, titan dioxide, raw ma- 
terials for the plastic industry, and 
chemicals), 50 Koenigstrasse, Duisburg, 
wishes to purchase direct softener for 
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the rubber and plastic industry, a mix- 
ture of high molecular unsaturated hy- 
drocarbons in 10 to 15 metric-ton lots. 


General Merchandise 
Canada 

Mederic L. Boisseau (importing dis- 
tributor of small jewelry, cigarette cases 
and lighters, perfumes, etc.), 53 Laval 
Ave., P. O. Box 97, Comeau Bay, Quebec, 
wishes to purchase direct articles for 
the mail order business, with a possibili- 
ty of ha¥ing a brand name of his choice 
on the merchandise. 


Handtools 


Italy ; 

Cavalleri Utensili di Cavalleri Fran- 
cesco (manufacturers’ agent for hard- 
ware, tools, and household appliances), 
90 Via Vallazze, Milan, wishes to pur- 
chase direct handtools, such as files, 
twist drills, and portable electric tools. 


Household Goods 
frag, 

Abed Husein Balloragi, Souk el-Far- 
foury, Chorja, Baghdad, wishes to pur- 
chase glassware, kitchenware, and sil- 
verware. 

Dia-el-Din, Karbala, wishes to pur- 
chase direct glassware, kitchenware, and 
silverware. 

Hameed Jaj Darwich Halboun, Shorja 
St., Baghdad, wishes to purchase glass- 
ware, kitchenware, and silverware, 


Instruments 
France 

La  Physiotechnie (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, retailer, exporter of elec- 
trodental equipment,  electromedical 
equipment, and radioactivity dosime- 
ters), 47 rue Saint Andre des Arts, Paris 
Vie, wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for uranium ore detectors of 
“popularized type.” 


Machinery 
England 


Ferguson Shiers, Ltd. (manufacturer 
of rubber and plastic goods, etc.) Phoe- 
nix Mills, Failsworth, near Manchester, 
wishes to purchase direct plastics ma- 
chinery, particularly injection molding 
equipment of large capacity—48-ounce 
and up. 
India 

The Nagpur Electric Light & Power 
Co., Ltd. (distributor of electric power 
bought in bulk to domestic and indus- 
trial consumers), Kamptee Road, Civil 
Lines, P. O. Box No. 2, Nagpur, Madh- 
ya Pradesh, wishes to purchase com- 
plete plant and machinery for manufac- 
turing all aluminum and ACSR bare 
wires of various sizes for overhead 
transmission system. 


Orthopedic Equipment, Supplies 
Belgium 

Maison Luc (importer, wholesaler of 
orthopedic apparatus and accessories, 
orthopedic shoes and soles, medical and 
surgical instruments and accessories), 
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French Plastics Firm 
Wants License 


Cordoual, S. A., manufacturers 
and wholesalers of plastics and 
plastic coated products, artificial 
leathers, plastic floorings and wall 
coverings, etc. wish to obtain 
licensing agreements from U. S. 
firms for the manufacture in 
France of related products. 

The firm is particularly inter- 
ested in patents, processes, and 
know-how for the manufacture of 
vinyl coated fabrics, papers and 
felts for use in wall covering, 
plastic flooring materials, polyes- 
ter laminates, plastigels, and other 
specialties in which the basic com- 
position is plastic. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with the firm, 
40 rue Daguerre, Mulhouse, Haut- 
Rhin. A World Trade Directory 
report on Cordoual, S.A., is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. companies 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1. 











8 Place Saint-Jean, Brussels, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency from 
U. S. manufacturers for boots, pads, leg 
guards, shoulder pads, elbow pads, elec- 
trically heated. 


Petroleum Products 
Saudi Arabia 

Abdullah Saied Ba-Makhrama (im- 
porting distributor, commission mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 399, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct engine oil. 


Steel Products 
Italy 


Officine Meccaniche e Fonderie A. 
Bosco (manufacturer, importer of stain- 
less-steel sheets), 3 Piazzale Antonio 
Bosco, Terni, wishes to purchase direct 
stainless steels, stainless steel-plated 
sheets, nickel, and monel. 


Toilet Goods 
Netherlands 


EUROPAG C. V. (importing distribu- 
tor, manufacturer’s agent for cosmetics, 
toilet articles, rubber gloves, and plas- 
tics), 102 Lijnbaansgracht, Amsterdam, 
wishes to purchase direct and secks 
agency for toilet articles, 


Waxes 
Brazil 

A. M. Rodrigues & Cia., Ltda. (im- 
porter, retailer, sales agent handling 
general merchandise), Caixa Postal 316, 
or Rua Barao do Rio Branco 694, Forta- 
leza, Ceara, wishes to purchase direct 
completely refined paraffin, 135 F. de- 
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grees up. Descriptive literature and 
price lists wanted as soon as possible, 
Wire 

Brazil 


A. M. Rodrigues & Cia., Ltda. (im- 
porter, retailer, sales agent handling 
general merchandise), Caixa Postal 316, 
or Rua Barao do Rio Branco 694, Forta- 
leza, Ceara, wishes to purchase direct 
galvanized barbed wire, type Iowa 
BWG No. 12% and 134%—20- and 40- 
kilogram (44- and 88-Ib.) coils. Descrip- 
tive literature and price lists wanted 
as soon as possible, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Air-Conditioning, Refrigeration 
Equipment 
Angola 

Sociedad Industrial Angolana (SIA) 
(importing distributor of butane gas and 
electrical equipment), Caixa Postal 
2775, Largo Serpa Pinto, Luana, seeks 
agency for electric refrigerators and 
air-conditioning machines. 





Chemicals 


Italy 

Saverio Franceschini (importing dis- 
tributor, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant, sales agent handling livestock, 
agricultural products, animal feedstuff; 
exporter of livestock), Corso di Porta 
Vittoria 18, Milan, seeks agency for 
chemical products for agriculture, in- 
cluding insecticides, pesticides, fungi- 
cides, and fertilizers. 


Feedstuffs 


Italy 

Saverio Franceschini (importing dis- 
tributor, wholesaler, commissiogggsner- 
chant, sales agent handling livestock, 
agricultural products, animal feedstuff; 
exporter of livestock), Corso di Porta 
Vittoria 18, Milan, seeks agency for ani- 
mal feedstuffs, and ingredients for the 
manufacture of feedstuffs. 


Foodstuffs 
Philippines 

Suy Hong Grocery (importing distrib- 
utor), 711 Eleano, Manila, seeks agency 
for first-and second-grade flour, packed 
in 50-pound bags. Flour should meet 
ordinary specifications for quality and 
quantity, about 30,000 bags monthly, 


Generators and Supplies 
India 
E, R. Joseph & Co., Private, Ltd. (im- 


porter, sales agent), 9 Waterloo St., 
Calcutta, wishes to obtain agency for 


welding generators, equipment, elec- 
trodes, and transformers. 
Scrap Metal 
India 
Allied Impex Agencies (indenting 


agent) P. O. Box 2507, Mangaldas Mar- 
ket, Building No. 1, 3d Floor, Room No, 
52, Bombay 2, wishes to obtain agency 
for 400 tons annually of aluminum 


scrap, soft and 99 percent pure, and 
1,000 tons annually of other metal 
scraps as offered. 


Textiles; General Merchandise 


France 

DICOFRA (wholesaler, sales agent), 
7 rue d’Aviau, Bordeaux, seeks agency 
for good-quality textiles, cotton duck 
and drills; readymade clothing; old 
clothes and accessories; leaf tobacco; 
canned goods and other food products; 
beverages, and other types of merchan- 
dise suitable for sale in oversea terri- 
tories. 


Yarns 


Austria 

_ A. & R. Mayer (importer, wholesaler, 
commission merchant, sales agent han- 
dling silk, rayon, and man-made fila- 
ments), 7 Appollogasse, Vienna VII, 
seeks agency for stretch nylon or other 
synthetic fiber yarns for hosiery, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Denmark 

Louis Georg Hansen, representing 
Georg Hansen (importer of shirts, 
stockings, and piece goods; manufac- 
turer, exporter of knitwear; sales agent 
for textiles), 13 Kronprinsensgade, Co- 
penhagen K, is interested in visiting 
manufacturers of shirts, particularly for 
men and boys. Scheduled to arrive No- 
vember 20, via Los Angeles, for a 2- 
week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Danish Consulate, 
2404 W. 7th St., Los Angeles, Calif.; 
c/o Danish Consulates General, 38 E. 
Bellevue St., Chicago, Ill., and 17 Bat- 
tery Place, New York, N. Y.; and c/o 
Danish Embassy, 2374 Massachusetts 
Ave., NW., Washington, D. C, Itinerary: 
Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, and 
Washington. 


France 

Andre Lombard, representing Maga- 
sins Generaux de ]’Electricite et Alom- 
bard, 166 boulevard Voltaire, and 145 
bis boulevard Voltaire, Paris, is inter- 
ested in the manufacture and whole- 
sale distribution of electrical appliances 
of low tension, and in obtaining techni- 
cal information. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive November 5, via New York, for a 
10-day visit. U. S. address not given. 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, and 
Baltimore, 


Germany 

Juergen Dethloff, representing Deth- 
loff Elektronik, Lottestrasse 52, 
Hamburg-Lokstedt, is interested in 
contacting manufacturers of marine 
electronics. Was scheduled to arrive 
November 5, via New York, for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o Com- 
mercial Section, German Consulate Gen- 
eral, 460 Park Row, New York, N. Y. 
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Itinerary: New York; Washington; Chi- 
cago; and Beverly Farms, Mass. 
Werner Quaeitzsch, representing 
Gebrueder Giulini, GmbH (exporter, 
manufacturer of chemicals, pharmaceu- 
ticals, fertilizers, alumina), 2 Alfons- 
strasse, Ludwigshafen/Rhein, is inter- 
ested in establishing contact with U. S. 


firms with a view toward obtaining 


sales outlets for firm’s aluminum oxide 
eale., distributors for pharmaceutical 
chemicals (general line), foundry sup- 
plies for pharmaceutical chemicals, 
butchers’ and packers’ supplies for 
pharmaceutical chemicals, sources of 
supply for aluminum, licenses for the 
manufacture of aluminum sulfate lye 
and pharmaceutical specialities, and 
working agreement in the field of phos- 
phates. 

Was scheduled to arrive November 
7, via New York, for a 4-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Hotel Statler, 7th 
Ave. and 33d St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Philadelphia; 
Baltimore; Washington; Richmond, Va.; 
Pittsburgh; St. Louis; Chicago; Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.; Detroit; Niagara Falls; 
Boston; Los Angeles; and San Fran- 
cisco. 


Sweden 

Bo Lundwall, representing Ingeniors- 
firman Lundwall & Co. (importer of 
toolmaking machinery, etc., exporter of 
machinery and tools), Vastra Hamnga- 
tan 5, Goteborg C, is interested in vari- 
ous kinds of machinery and machine 
tools, etc. Was scheduled to arrive No- 
vember 10, via New York, for a 3-month 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Cone Automatic 
Machine Co., Inc., Windsor, Vt. Itiner- 
ary: New York and Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y.; Worcester, Mass.; Cincinnati and 
Canton, Ohio; Chicago and Rockford, 
Ill.; St. Louis; Pittsburgh; and return 
to New York. 


Turkey 

Levi Benhabib, representing Levi 
Benhabib & Co., Sultan Hamam Hamdi 
Bey, Gecidi No. 48, Istanbul, is inter- 
ested in household electric appliances, 
textile machinery, and automobile parts 
and accessories. Scheduled to remain in 
the United States Autil November 25. 
U. S. address: c/o Varon, 90 Nassau 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York City. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
requested. 





Mexican Balance ... 
(Continued from page 3) 


reservoirs, restrictions on the use of 
water for irrigation might have to be 
imposed next season. 


Industrial Output High 

Despite some slight slowdowns in 
heavy and consumer goods industries 
in the third quarter, production ex- 
ceeded that of the corresponding quar- 
ter of 1955, and the slowdowns were 
only in comparison with the first and 
second quarters of this year. In many 
industries, however, production rose 
steadily throughout the three quarters, 
and the outlook for the remainder of 
this year was optimistic. 

Mineral production remained almost 
static; however, higher prices for base 
metals improved the miners’ financial 
situation. A number of fiscal conven- 
tions between the Government and min- 
ing companies were completed under 
the “fiscal convention provision” of the 
law of January 1, 1956, which permits 
special tax drawbacks for companies 
that require financial assistance for 
their successful operation. 


Petroleum production rose slightly 
during the quarter, averaging about 
240,000 barrels a day. Drilling in known 
structures was at the rate ci about one 
finished well a day, as against 330 com- 
pletions in 1955 and 293 in 1954. Work 
was started on a new catalytic crack- 
ing plant at the Atzcapotzalco refinery 
to treat heavy oils, most of which is 
sold as low-value fuel oil. 


7-Month Imports Rise 
The upward trend of imports, which 
had prevailed since March, was arrested 
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in July; exports, on the other hand, 
which had declined in that period, be- 
gan to pick up. July imports were 
valued at $94.9 million, compared with 
$101.2 million in June; July exports 
totaled $56 million, as compared with 
$46.3 million in the preceding month. 
Adjusted figures for the first 7 months 
of 1956 were: Imports, $613.2 million, 
or 23 percent above totals for like 
months of 1955; exports, $490.1 million, 
or 21 percent higher. 

The trade deficit as of July 31, 1956, 
was $123.1 million, as compared with 
$93.1 million a year earlier. Preliminary 
data indicate that August 1956 imports 
were slightly lower than those of July, 
but that the month’s deficit was still 
about $30 million, bringing the cumula- 
tive deficit for 1956 to about $150 
million. 

The new cotton crop which entered 
the market in July, although lower in 
amount and price than last year’s, prob- 
ably will enable Mexico to maintain a 
high export level for the rest of this 
year. The drop in value of cotton ex- 
ports, as compared with last year’s 
will be compensated to some extent by 
increased income from the anticipated 
record coffee crop. 

The exceedingly high import level in 
1956 was not regarded as unfavorable, 
because it was made up largely of in- 
vestment goeds—machinery, _ trucks, 
tractors, and raw materials for indus- 
try such as petroleum products, raw 
rubber, wood pulp, and wool—items 
which the Government encourages for 
the purpose of expanding domestic in- 
dustries. 

Imports of consumer goods also in- 
creased at a faster rate; however, these 
comprised a relatively small part of 
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NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade | of which mimeo- 


y 
States from this Division and from 
Depactenes of Commerce Field 
ces. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. : 
Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 
Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Ceylon. October 1956. 
Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Hong Kong. October 1956. 


Confectionery Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers — Denmark. October 
1956. - 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters — Martinique, Guadeloupe, 
and French Guiana. October 1956. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
British Guiana. October 1956. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Tunisia. 
October 1956. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Venezuela. 
October 1956. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Chile. October 
1956. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Colombia. Oc- 
tober 1956. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Uruguay. Oc- 
tober 1956. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importers 
and Dealers—Greece. October 1956. 

leather and Shoe Finding Importers 
and Dealers—Indonesia. October 1956. 

Metalworking Plants and Shops— 
Peru. October 1956. 

Paint, Varnish and Pigment, Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Spain. 
September 1956. 

Petroleum Industry—Peru. October 
1956. , 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Hon- 
duras. October 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Para- 
guay. October 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufecturers—Suri- 
nam. October 1956. 





the total. The largest items under 
durables were assembled and wunas- 
sembled passenger cars, which included 
extra-quota allocations not likely to be 
repeated this year. The bulk of con- 
sumer nondurables consisted of food- 
stuffs—principally wheat and corn—of 
which supplies were considered ade- 
quate for the remainder of the year.— 
U. S. Embassy, Mexico City. 


13 











UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Trans-Alpine Routes To Be Improved 


Important developments for the im- 
provement of trans-Alpine road and 
railway routes between northern and 
southern Europe and the establishment 
of new facilities along the way have 
taken place in the past several months. 

Plans and accomplishments are sum- 
marized as follows: 

@ San Luigi Bridge Pass—Insufficient 
to cope with the enormous car traffic, 
especially during the summer season. 
To be enlarged. Customs facilities to be 
increased. 


@ Pass of Maddalena—Sufficient for 
present traffic. 

@ Cuneo-Nice Railway—Destroyed at 
several places during the war and not 
rebuilt because of lack of funds and 
the French State Railways’ refusal to 
pay a share of the costs. Reactivation 
of this line is considered necessary for 
the touristic traffic, as Avell as for com- 
merce. Reconstruction under consider- 
ation. 

@ Colle Tenda Pass—Unification of 
the numerous frontier services, espe- 
cially along the Cuneo-Tenda-Venti- 
miglia route, is under study. 

@ Colle della Croce Tunnel—Turin 
Electric Co. is now willing to build the 
tunnel for power purposes and to serve 
as an automobile road, thus shortening 
substantially the distance between Tur- 
in and Marseille. The project will be a 
combination power-highway venture, 
the tunnel to be constructed in two lev- 
els so as to provide both a subter- 
ranean highway and a water conduit. 

@ Monginevro Pass—An accord has 
been signed between Italy and France 
for the establishment of a unified fron- 
tier post in French territory. This proj- 
ect will serve to accelerate car traffic 
and develop tourism in a picturesque 
locality. 

@® Frejus Pass—Three projects are 
being studied for this pass—utilization 
of the present railway tunnel as a high- 
way tunnel and construction of a new 
railway tunnel; construction of a high- 
way tunnel parallel to that for the rail- 
way; construction of a highway tunnel 
at a higher level, to be reached by 
a sheltered route which would assure 
automobile traffic even in winter. 

® Colle della Scala Tunnel—A proj- 
ect is under study by Italian and 
French authorities for opening a new 
road between Bardonecchia and Ne- 

“vache, which would include construc- 
tion of a tunnel under the Colle della 
Scala. 

@ Mont Blanc Tunnel—A convention 
for construction of this tunnel has been 
signed by Italy and France and awaits 
ratification by the French Parliament. 
Indications are that approval will be 
voted this fall by the French legislators. 

@ St. Bernard Pass—The Swiss and 
Italian Governments reportedly have 
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agreed in final form for construction of 
a road tunnel through the Great St. 
Bernard pass connecting Switzerland 
and Italy. The road will be a vehicular 
tunnel costing approximately $11 mil- 
lion, the expenses to be shared equally 
between Switzerland and Italy. The la- 
bor is to be supplied by Italy and the 
engineering by Switzerland. 

The opening of the road appears to 
be technically well planned. The 5,800- 
meter tunnel will be ventilated by a 
central vertical shaft, and two sheltered 
roads will approach the tunnel en- 
trances. It will be a toll road and tun- 
nel, construction costs to be defrayed 
over a 70-year period.—U. S. Embassy, 
Rome. 





Freight Rates Down in 
Guatemalan District 


The Guatemalan Division of Inter- 
national Railways of Central America 
on October 15 reduced many rates on 
local freight in its Pacific district, reduc- 
tions varying roughly from 10 percent 
to 50 percent. 

Simultaneously the division provided 
pickup and delivery service at 14 of the 
Pacific district’s principal stations at 5 
cents per hundred pounds. 

It is believed these adjustments will 
make local railroad service in that dis- 
trict again competitive with truckers, 
who have been increasing their share of 
the traffic. The changes are estimated 
to affect about 4 pefcent of the divi- 
sion’s gross revenues, most of which 
stem from freight traffic. 

Rate variations in the district have 
now been set basically by locality rather 
than by commodity, as the railway’s 
truck competitors make almost no rate 
distinctions by class of commodity 
handled, In other words, most articles 
will now have one flat rate for one haul, 
and a different flat rate for another. 

The only accompanying significant 
increase in local rates is for cattle 
haulage. An empty return trip of rail- 
road cars is usually involved, and in 
recognition of this situation the rate 
was raised by 10 percent. 

The Pacifie district is estimated to 
account for about 30 percent of traffic 
of the Guatemalan Division. — UV, S. 
Embassy, Guatemala, 





Sweden had a total of 268,137 tourists 
in 1955, the Swedish Tourist Traffic 
Association reports. West Germany led 
with 66,235 visitors, followed by the 
United States with 59,903 and the United 
Kingdom with 42,397. Visitors from Den- 
mark, Finland, and Norway are exclud- 
ed from these figures because they are 
exempt from the obligation of complet- 
ing entry cards upon arrival in Sweden, 





ITRI Outlines Plans 


To Develop Tourism 


The Fifth General Conference of the 
International Travel Research Institute 
was held in Salzburg, Austria, on Octo- 
ber 15-16, attended by 75 delegates 
from 22 countries. 

ITRI in the future will concentrate 
to a still greater extent on research 
studies covering larger continental 


regions and entire continents in order 
that it may give the international travel 
industry still greater security for invest- 
ment and development. 


Expenditures by U.S. citizens abroad 
amount to no less than $1.3 billion a 
year, and to this must be added another 
$300 million for sale of tickets by U. S. 
carriers only, a U. S. Department of 
Commerce representative stated. These 
figures illustrate the important role 
that international travel plays today 
in international exchange of currency. 

Other studies soon to be carried out 
by ITRI are a survey of the American 
tourist movement in Europe; travel 
trends in Africa; travel trends in the 
Pacific area; and a study of tourist 
traffic in South East Asia, Evaluation 
of the United States as a potential 
travel market will follow in the near 
future, and in 1957 and 1958 a study of 
air flight passengers leaving Europe for 
North America, South America, Africa, 
and Asia will be undertaken. 


Air traffic forecasts indicates a prob- 
able 100-percent increase every 5 years 
for the next 15 years. 


Whether hotel capacity can meet the 
increased demand is a question. It was 
emphasized that ITRI should be the 
neutral link between the transport com- 
panies and the hotels to ensure devel- 
opment of international tourist trade. 
Prolongation of peak seasons is also 
considered of vital importance to the 
development of tourism. 





Atomic Power Plant To Be 
Built in Czechoslovakia 


Construction of Czechoslovakia’s first 
atomic power plant, with a capacity of 
100,000 to 200,000 kilowatts, is to begin 
next year. 


A 10-year agreement for exchange of 
electric power between Czechoslovakia 
and Austria was signed In Vienna on 
October 19. Austria will provide hydro- 
electric power during the summer in 
exchange for Czechoslovakia’s thermo- 
electric power in the winter, 

A 200 kilovolt-cable to connect Bisam- 
berg with Sokolnice is scheduled for 
completion by January 1, 1959, when 
the agreement becomes effective.—U. S. 
Embassy, Prague, 
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Bombay Power Station 
To Increase Capacity 


Tata Hydro-Electric Companies, which 
supply most of the electric power supply 
in the Bombay region of India, plan to 
increase the generating capacity of 
their thermal station now under con- 
struction in Trombay from 100/125 
megawatts to 150/187.5 megawatts. A 
third generator of 50/62.5 megawatts 
capacity has been approved by the Bom- 
bay Electricity Boapd. 

The thermal station under construc- 
tion at Trombay, a suburb of Bombay 
where petroleum refinery plants are 
located, consists of two generating units 
each of 50/62.5—megawatt capacity. 
One of the units is expected to go into 
operation early in November and the 
other in the course of the next 3 months. 
The station is being built by the three 
Tata hydroelectric companies, Tata 
Power Co., Ltd., Tata Hydro-Electric 
Power Supply Co., Ltd., and Andhra 
Valley Power Supply Co., Ltd. 

No definite date has been set for 
installation of the third unit but it is 
said that work will begin as early 
as possible subject to availability of 
funds.—U, S. Consulate General, Bom- 
bay. 


Chile Sanctions Bill To 
Promote Tourist Trade 


The Chilean Government has sent to 
its Chamber of Deputies a bill designed 
to improve and bring up to date legis- 
lation on tourism, and to organize 
national services to apply such a law, 
according to the local press. 

The bill includes the following provi- 
sions: 

@ Establishment of a National Tour- 
ism Council, which would be responsible 
for the development of tourism in the 
country. Subsidiary councils would be 
set up in each Province. 

@ Creation of a National tourism fund 
to be obtained from taxes, established 
by a law on tourism published January 
8, 1936, with some modifications, Funds 
also would be obtained from the na- 
tional budget and from sales of period- 
icals, etc, by the National Tourism 
Council. 

@ Exemption of hotels under con- 
struction or which may be constructed 
from real estate taxes for 10 years and 
in addition a reduction of 50 percent of 
taxes for the following 5 years. 

@ Establishment of various means of 
facilitating the entrance, visit, treat- 
ment, and departure of tourists. All 
charges and inconveniences for the 
entrance and departure §&f tourists 
would be abolished, and they would be 
permitted to take from Chile souvenirs 
up to $200 in value. Chilean consuls 





. would be premitted without consulting 


the Minister of Foreign Affairs to visa 
valid passports of citizens of all nations 
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with which Chile maintains diplomatic 
relations and to grant tourist cards. 
Foreign tourists could remain up to 90 
days in the country without a permit or 
a police card. Ships and airplanes mak- 
ing tourist trips exclusively would be 
exempted from taxes and duties. 

@ Establishment of March 1 of each 
year as National Tourism Day. 


Merchant Marine Fund 
Proposed in Brazil 


Creation of a Merchant Marine Fund 
to be used for reequipment and expan- 
sion of Brazil's merchant marine is 
provided for in a bill which has been 
submitted to the Brazilian Congress. 

Among sources of revenue for the 
proposed fund would be a 15-percent tax 
on all freight moved in the cabotage 
service and a 3-percent tax on freight 
arriving in Brazilian ports from oversea 
destinations. This assessment would be 
known as the merchant marine replace- 
ment assessment. 

Although all shipping companies, for- 
eign and domestic, would be required to 
contribute to the fund, the proceeds 
would be made available only to domes- 
tic companies, both private and govern- 
mental. 

All revenues collected by private 
Brazilian companies would be set aside 
in a special account in the Fund for 
use by those companies for reequipment. 

The remainder of the revenues, includ- 
ing those collected by the two Govern- 
ment-owned shipping lines, would go 
into a special fund, and disbursement, 
either to private or Government-owned 
shipping companies, would be regulated 
exclusively by the Merchant Marine 
Commission. In addition, the Merchant 
Marine Commission would have author- 
ily to spend the funds for shipyard 
construction or for whatever other pur- 
pose it might consider would contribute 
to improvement of the Brazilian mer- 
chant marine. 

The bill as submitted to the President 
would become effective on January 1, 
1957, and Government spokesmen are 
optimistic that congressional action will 
have been completed by that time. — 
U. S. Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, 





A Netherlands company has begun the 
construction of the first of two motels 
which will be operated by the recently 
established N.V. Notelmaatschappij Hol- 
land, a subsidiary of Compagnie Inter- 
nationale des Wagon-Lits. 

One motel, which will be located at 
the junction of Haagseweg and Sloter- 
weg on the outskirts of Amsterdam, 
will consist of a main building and 80 
rooms for 3 to 4 people each. 

The second, construction on which 
will begin next spring, will be on the 
main highway to Utrecht. Both projects 
are said to be of importance to the 
increasing tourist trade of the Nether- 
lands, 





Greece Drops Exchange 
Controls for Shippers 


Greek shipping companies -transport- 
ing goods to Greece may now collect 
advance freight payments abroad with- 
out any obligation to cede the foreign 
exchange to the Bank of Greece. 

Exchange-control facilities are pro- 
vided for freight charges payable in 
Greece. 

The new regulations, issued in Greek 
Currency Committee decision No. 17706 
on September 24; applies to shipping 
companies operating Greek-flag liners 
and tramps or chartering tramps flying 
non-Greek flags. 

Formerly Greek shipping companies 
transporting goods to Greece were 
required to collect freight charges in 
Greece and cede 25 percent of the for- 
eign exchange for drachmas, This re- 
quirement was in contrast to the prac- 
tice of non-Greek ships which can collect 
freight charges in advance without any 
obligation to turn in the foreign ex- 
change. 

Thus Greek and non-Greek shipping 
lines are now on an equal basis under 
the foreign exchange regulations gov- 
erning freight ~rates collected abroad 
for service to Greece. 

The Foreign Trade Administration of 
the Greek Ministry of Commerce is said 
to have issued the new regulation for 
two basic reasons—because lower freight 
rates may be expected as a result of 
broader participation by Greek shipping 
companies in transporting bulk cargoes 
for the Greek Government, and to 
advance the program for attracting to 
Greek registry Greek-owned ships now 
operating under foreign flags. — U. S. 
Embassy, Athens, 





Transportation Meeting 
Planned at Tulane 


An i1l-member committee has 
been named to plan Tulane Uni- 
versity’s eighth annual Institute 
on Foreign Transportation and 
Port Operations to be held March 
25-29, 1957, on the Tulane campus, 
the institute has announced. 

The institute is held each year 
for intensive training of young 
executives in the import-export 
field and covers all phases of for- 
eign transportation and foreign 
trade operations. 

Next year’s institute will em- 
phasize current foreign transpor- 
tation and port operation develop- 
ments. Other subjects will include 
steamship operations and traffic, 
routing to port, warehousing, bank- 
ing, stevedoring, maritime labor 
problems, customs procedures, and 
waterfront terminal operations. 
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U. S. Among 50 Nations To Participate in 
Universal 1958 Exhibition in Brussels 


The United States and almost 50 
other nations will participate in the 
Brussels Universal and International 
Exhibition of 1958 to be held April 3- 
November 17 at Heysel Parks, Brussels, 
Belgium. 

The event will be the first of its kind 
sin World War II. A number of 
intérnational organizations, such as the 
United Nations, the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation, and 
the Council of Europe, also will be rep- 
resented. Belgian authorities expect 
over 35 million visitors to attend. 

Comparable in importance with the 
Paris Exposition of 1937 and the New 
York World’s Fair of 1939, the Brussels 
exhibition will be unique in its program 
designed to portray the moral, social, 
and technical aspects of contemporary 
life in the participating nations. Baron 
Moens de Fernig, Commissioner Gen- 
eral of the exhibition for the Belgian 
Government, states that it will be dedi- 
cated to the theme, “A World Built by 
and for the People,” and will “sound a 
note of hope that man, on the threshold 
of the Atomic Age, may find a better 
means of achieving human understand- 
ing and peace.” 

American participation in the exhibi- 
tion will be directed by Howard S. Cull- 
man, who was appointed on October 3 
by the President as U. S. Commissioner 
General under the Secretary of State. 


U. 8. To Occupy 6 Acres 


The United States will occupy 6 
acres of the 500-acre exhibition area, 
and, in addition, will participate in in- 
ternational exhibits, such as art, sci- 
ence, and atomic energy. 

Commissioner General Cullman, who 
has just returned from _ consultation 
with exhibition officials in Belgium, 
says he intends to enlist the aid of 
every segment of American life in de- 
veloping the U. S. theme. 

Industry and other commercial 
groups will be requested to provide 
materials illustrating the industrial 
aspect of the American scene, to be 
integrated with the entire exhibit. Such 
participation, which will apply to both 
the national pavilion and to U. S. ex- 
hibits in the international sections, will 
not necessarily permit emphasis on the 
products of individual companies. 

In connection with participation, 
there is a marked distinction between 
the Universal and International Exhibi- 
tion and the international trade fairs 
in which U. S. ¢ommercial and. indus- 
trial companies participate individually 
or in central exhibits under the auspices 
of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
For the Brussels exhibition, most of the 
U. S. commercial and industrial partici- 
pation is expected to be arranged 
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through trade associations or similar 
groups representative of an ‘entire 
industry. 

A limited amount of space has been 
set aside in the Belgian section for 
non-Belgian firms having established 
production facilities in that country. 
Firms ‘interested in obtaining exhibit 
space in this section should communi- 
cate with the U. S. Office of the Com- 
missioner General, Room 900, 111 
Eighth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y., 
for initial approval and forwarding of 
their requests to Brussels for direct 
reply. 

Further information concerning the 
exhibition is available from the New 
York office, or from the Washington, 
D. C., office at Room 5275, New State 
Building, 21st Street and Virginia 
Avenue. 





Radio and Electronic Parts 
To Be Shown in London 


The British Radio and Electronic 
Components Show, formerly known as 
the Radio Component Show, is to be 
held at Grosvenor House and Park Lane 
House, London, April 8-11, 1957. 

This event will mark the 14th annual 
exhibition sponsored by the British 
Radio and Electronic Component Manu- 
facturers’ Federation. The  show’s 
growth over the years has necessitated 
holding the forthcoming exhibition in 
two sections, which, nevertheless, will 
be in close proximity and will be organ- 
ized and operated as a single event. 


A preview for oversea and other 
special guests will be held on opening 
day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission 
will be by ticket obtainable from the 
Secretary, Radio and Electrical Com- 
ponent Manufacturers’ Federation, 21 
Totahill Street, Westminster, London, 
S.W.1., 





National Sports and Vacation 


Show Scheduled in New York 


All types of sports equipment and 
services will be exhibited at the Na- 
tional Sports and Vacation Show to be 
held at the New York Coliseum, Febru- 
ary 15-24. 

More than 300 exhibitors from all over 
the world will display fishing tackle, 
boats, marine equipment, underwater 
diving and fishing gear, cameras, lug- 
gage, sportswear and accessories to the 
many thousand sports- and vacation- 
minded visitors who will attend the 
show. State, resort and chambers of 
commerce transportation facilities, 


1956 Messina Fair Sales 
Reach $5 Million Mark 


The 1956 Messina International Sam- 
ples Fair, Italy, August 10-26, was the 
most successful from the visitors’ stand- 
point and the reported $5-million volume 
of business transacted, according to a 
repert from the U. S? Consulate General 
at Palermo. 

Though the fair was the 17th annual 
event, it was the first having official 
status and the second inviting foreign 
participation. Approximately 1% million 
visitors attended, almost 20% more than 
in 1955. 

Of the 780 firms exhibiting, 725 were 
Italian and 55 foreign, representing 
West Germany, Great Britain, the 
United States, Austria, Syria, France, 
Israel, Monaco, and Switzerland. 


Nineteen pavilions, as well as a num- 
ber of stands -cattered throughout the 
fair grounds, ««picted industry develop- 
ment and exhibited a wide array of 
products and equipment such as indus- 
trial machinery; phases of the electric 
power system; printing; public utilities; 
transportation; office machines; com- 
munications and optical equipment; 
agricultural products; machinery and 
equipment used in agriculture; home 
appliances; automotive vehicles; house- 
hold gadgets and supplies; furniture and 
wood products; toys; jewelry; gift ar- 
ticles, rugs and perfumes; institutional 
appliances and equipment; handicrafts; 
clothing and machinery to make or re- 
pair clothing; construction machinery 
and supplies; building materials; guns 
and ammunition; beverages; men’s wigs; 
baby carriages; shoe polishes and 
foodstuffs. 

The Palace of Nations, pavilion No. 2, 
presented exhibits by the Governments 
of Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, France, Jordan, 
Great Britain, India, Indonesia, Syria, 
Israel, and the United States, consisting 
of handicrafts, a depiction of Bolivia's 
oil industry; Brazil's coffee industry; 
wines; nitrates; cereals; manufactured 
items such as rubber goods, textiles and 
food products; and two tourist informa- 
tion centers. The unofficial U. S. dis- 
play exhibited American paintings, the 
peaceful uses of atomic energy, and 
American products. 





hotels, and gther service groups promot- 
ing vacation travel also will be repre- 
sented. 

Further details concerning the Na- 
tional Sports and Vacation Show may 
be obtained from New York Expositions, 
Inc., 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
New York. 
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Indonesia Trade Event 
Planned in Surabaya 


The Fourth Indonesian International 
Fair will be held at Surabaya, June 27- 
August 6, 1957, according to the Nation- 
al Board of Indonesian Fairs and Ex- 
hibitions (DEXIP). 

This announcement follows a previous 
decision by DEXIP to postpone the fair 
originally scheduled for October 29- 
December 6, 1956. 


Space rates are reported as follows: 


Open-air space, with buildings or stands 
to be erected at the cost of the exhibitor 
and subject to prior. approval of the 
fair management, 200 rupiahs a square 
meter; enclosed space—flooring, wall 
partitions and decorations not included 
—in booth areas measuring 5 x 6 and 
10 x 11 meters, 350 rupiahs (11.4 rupiahs 
=US$1). Applications for space are to 


‘be supported by a statement, in 10 


copies, containing the following informa- 
tion: 

@ Classification and description of 
goods to be displayed. 

@ Name and complete address of ex- 
hibitor and manufacturer of the goods 
to be exhibited. 

@ Manufacturer's prices in terms of 
the monetary unit of producing country 
and in Indonesian rupiahs. 

@ Details as to use and purpose of 
the goods to be shown. 

Requests for space reservations or for 
additional information should be direct- 
ed to the National Board of Indonesian 
Fairs and Exhibitions (DEXIP), 42, 
Tanah Abang Barat, Djakarta, Indo- 
nésia. Applications for space must be 
received by DEXIP before March 31, 
1957. 


Twelve Countries ‘Display 
Foods at British Fair 


Food products of 12 countries — 
Australia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Ire- 
land, Italy, Malaya, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Rumania, South Africa, 
Spain, the United States, and Yugo- 
slavia—were exhibited at the British 
Food Fair held in London August 28- 
September 15. 

U. S. participation was made possible 
through the Government's international 
trade fair program, with U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture charged with prep- 
aration, organization, and shipment of 
the food products exhibited, as well as 
the presentation and supervision of the 
U. S. exhibit. Almost 7,000 square feet 
were occupied by the American exhibit, 
the largest area devoted to a single 
exhibit. The U. S. display included a 
hotdog stand and a model of a modern 
American kitchen. 

Over 500,000 people visited the fair of 
whom 400,000 passed through the VU, S, 
exhibit, sampling some 25,000 pounds of 
hotdogs, in addition to doughnuts, and 
American cheeses and cakes, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


American Businessmen Donate Over 30,000 


Publications for Trade 


More than 30,000 trade publications 
donated by American business publish- 
ers have been used to assemble 32 com- 
plete commercial libraries sent abroad 
to 23 foreign countries to facilitate the 
trade promotion work of American 
business executives participating in 
U. S. Trade Missions. 


Reports received by the Department 
of Commerce from these executives 
have been consistent in their. praise of 
the initial impact of these libraries upon 
foreign businessmen and the tremen- 
dous long range benefits which will ac- 
crue in the future. 


Contrary to general opinion, tariffs, 
food and drug laws, and export licens- 
ing were not found to be the major im-: 
pediments to two-way trade. Misunder- 
standings concerning methods of doing 
business with the United States were 
the real problems. Thus, these commer- 
cial libraries containing trade and busi- 
ness directories, catalogs, statistical and 
marketing studies, trade periodicals, 
and many other reference materials be- 
come an indispensable tool to trade mis- 
sions in providing specific information 
and guidance to foreign traders. 

These reference materials, a complete 
surprise to many foreign businessmen, 
provoked an “unexpected number of in- 
quiries concerning potential purchases 
from the United States. More surpris- 
ing was the intense interest in subscrib- 
ing to items in the library. Business 
executives on the U. S. trade missions 
found useful publications which they 
were not aware of previously. 

What does this mean to the publishers 
in the many business fields of the United 
States? Under this program inaugurat- 


ed by President Eisenhower 2 years ago, 
trade missions, consisting of 83 top U. S. 
executives and 63 highly skilled Gov- 
ernment officials, have visited 280 for- 
eign cities and have made more than 
100,000 personal business contacts all 
over the world. Throughout these tours, 





Mission Libraries 


mission members stressed the import- 
ance and utility of the commercial li- 
braries exhibited at the various inter- 
national fairs. What single trade jub- 
lisher in the United States could afford 
a promotional and advertising campaign 
of this magnitude, which is only the be- 
ginning. 

The libraries have been donated, usu- 
ally, to our U-S. embassies and consu- 
lates abroad but frequently to foreign 
governments and chambers of com- 
merce. The permanent location of the 
libraries was announced publicly, and in 
each instance trade missions emphasized 
that foreign businessmen could obtain 
continuing assistance from U. S. com- 
mercial attaches. 

Donations of trade publishers have 
become an investment abroad by ob- 
taining new foreign subscribers, pro- 
moting new markets for their U. S. ad- 
vertisers, and developing new adver- 
tisers for foreign products. 


Samples Show To Be 
Part of Munich Fair 


An International Sample Show of 
Arts, Crafts, and Industrial Design will 
be a feature of the 9th German Handi- 
crafts and*Trade Fair to he staged 
May 15-26, 1957, at Munich, Germany, 
following a practice established in 1955. 

Participation in the International 
Sample Show, as in the past, will be 
open to producers of arts, crafts, and 
industrial designs from all countries. 
Display space, arranged in collective 
country groups, will be provided free 
of charge to those whose exhibits are 
judged by the management on the basis 
of quality and design to be most 
deserving. 

Applications for participation in the 
International Sample -Show will be ac- 
cepted from foreign government agen- 
cies recognized organizations of crafts- 
men, and from national trade and pro- 
fessional associations. 

Commercial space in the foreign see- 
tion of the 1957 Handicrafts and Trade 
Fair is available to non-German ex- 
hibitors at 45 German marks a square 
meter (4.2 marks=US$1). 

U. S.. firms and organizations inter- 
ested in additional details concerning 
the International Sample Show or the 
Handicrafts and Trade Fair are invited 
to direct their inquiries to Verein fur 
Handwerks-Ausstellungen und Messen 
e.V., Theresienhohe 14, Munich 12, Ger- 
many. 








El Salvador’s cotton exports for Au- 
gust 1955-July 1956 amounted to 155,000 
bales as compared with 40,000 bales in 
1954-55, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
jee reports, 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





WORLD TRADE — 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 





WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four conven- 
lent “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tiens Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 4, 
Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if mailed 
abroad). 


Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions, 


Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 


The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reports 

Prospecting and Mining Laws of 
Bolivia. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-80. 3 pp. 
10 cents, 


Statistical Reports 


Foreign Trade of India, 1954-55. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-41. 4 pp. 20 
cents. 

Foreign Trade of the Netherlands, 
1954-55. WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-42. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 


Utilities Abroad 
Civil Aviation in Brazil. WTIS, Part 
4, No. 56-12, 13 pp. 20 cents. 
Highways of Mexico. WTIS, Part 4, 
No. 56-13. 4 pp. 20 cents. 





Denmark’s butter exports in the first 
8 months of 1956 totaled 186.8 million 
pounds, 5 per cent below comparable 
1955, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


Trade with Western Germany de- 
clined sharply from 24.1 million pounds 
in 1955 to 9.7 million so far this year, 
while that with Eastern Germany rose 
from 1.6 million to 6.4 million pounds. 


e Books 
“ Reports 


Cocoa Situation. Washington, D. C. 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Octo- 
ber 1956. 10 pp. 


U. S. foreign trade in cocoa, cocoa 
beans, butter, and chocolate, except 
candy, are shown for the first 8 months 
of 1956 and comparable years in this 
report issued by the Business and De- 
fense Services Administration. 


Cocoa bean imports by world area 
and country of origin also are given for 
January-August, 1953-56. 

The report states that over 432 mil- 
lion pounds of cocoa beans were im- 
ported into the United States in the 
first 8 months of 1956, with reexports 
amounting to more than 14 million. 
With arrivals in September of 29 mil- 
lion pounds, and September reexports 
estimated at 1.3 million, net imports in 
the 9-month period would amount to 
446 million pounds, 26 percent larger 
than the net import volume of Jaunary- 
September 1955, and 4 percent higher 
than the like period of 1953. 

The bulletin is available from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or any of its Field 
Offices, at 10 cents a copy. 


Foreign Trade Information on Instru- 
mentation in Brazil. Washington, 
D.C. U. S. Department of Commerce, 
July 1956. 10 cents. 

The United States is the principal 
source of Brazilian imports of scientific 
and industrial instruments and equip- 
ment, according to this new bulletin 
prepared by the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Almost $3 million worth of these 
products were exported to Brazil by the 
United States in 1955, and official export 
statistics show an average of $3.2 mil- 
lion during 1952-55. U. S. exports of in- 
dustrial and process instruments and 
equipment made up over 70 percent of 

Because of the country’s rapid indus- 
trial growth, a large unsupplied instru- 
U. S. instrument exports to this market. 
mentation market exists, the bulletin 
states, and if U. S. exporters can assist 
local importers in ovefcoming their ex- 
change problems, instrument sales may 
be increased substantially. 

Statistics are given covering Brazil's 
instrument imports by principal sup- 
pliers, 1953-55, and U. S. exports to 
Brazil, 1952-55. 

Other country reports available in 
this series are: Australia, Egypt, Peru, 
Bolivia, Union of South Africa, India, 
Venezuela, Switzerland, Japan, New 
Zealand, and Spain and Portugal, at 10 
cents each, and Italy at 20 cents. 





intendertt of Documents. 





SY, lernaki ‘sani 
IRON AND STEEL 


A quarterly review of... 


»>Production 
>Distribution 
»>Consumption 


of iron and steel products and 
of steelmaking raw materials 
throughout the world. 


Published quarterly by the U. S$. Department of Commerce. For sale by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Annual subscription: 
75 cents (25 cents additional for foreign mailing). Make remittances payable to the Super- 


Individual copies. available only from the Department of Commerce, Sales and Distribution 
Branch, Washington 25, D. C., or the Department's Field Offices, at 20 cents each. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





New Tire Industry 
Starts in Philippines 


At least three new tire plants, involv- 
ing substantial American capital, are 
expected to be in operation in the Phil- 
ippines before the end of 1957. 

These developments mark the begin- 
ning of a major new industry in the 
Philippines. As a result, job opportuni- 
ties are expected to open for at least 
2,000 workers. Also the country’s crude 
rubber production, now insignificant, is 
to be expanded substantially since the 
industry will undertake development of 
rubber plantations, a condition for Gov- 
ernment approval of the projects. 

The plant of the Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Co. of the Philippines, Ltd., 
wholly owned by the U. S. firm, was 
inaugurated in October this year. Good- 
rich International Rubber Co. also 
opened a plant—with majority owner- 
ship by Filipinos—during the same 
month. Meanwhile, Firestone Tire & 
Rubber Co. of the Philippines—majority 
ownership by the U. S. firm—has bro- 
ken ground for its plant, which is ex- 
pected to be in operation in the latter 
part of 1957. 

Combined capacity of the three fac- 
tories reportedly will be ample to meet 
domestic requirements for popular size 
tires. The firms also contemplate pro- 
duction of a wide range of other rubber 
products, including rubber tubes and 
camelback. 

A fourth firm, Philippine Tire & Rub- 
ber Co., received Government approval 
in early 1956 to establish a tire manu- 
facturing plant. The company, organ- 
ized by a local firm, Ajax International 
Co., is to be financed primarily by Phil- 
ippine capital. 

Foreign-exchange savings are expect- 
ed to accrue to the Philippines in later 
years when raw material imports, main- 
ly crude rubber, are substantially re- 
duced. 

In July, exchange allocations for au- 
tomobile tires and casings were reduced 
by 25 percent and for truck tires by 35 
percent for the second half of 1956, 
Some further import restrictions on 
tires and tubes and other rubber prod- 
ucts may follow when these items be- 
come available in larger quantities lo- 
cally.—U, S, Embassy, Manila. 


Cocoa Main Crop of African 
Gold Coast Below Normal 


The first estimate of the 1956-57 Gold 
Coast cocoa main crop has been set at 
205,000 long tons by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, below average because of 
abnormally low rainfall from June 
through August and preceding long dry 
period. 

The estimated revenue of £14 million 
is not expected to be affected as a 23,- 
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000-long-ton carryover from the pre- 
ceding season will bring the marketable 
total to. 220,000 long tons, a normal ex- 
port figure. Should exports for this 
fiscal year reach that amount, the re- 
sultant carryover to the following fiscal 
year would be negligible, and only a 
sharp increase in production for the 
main crop in 1957-58 could prevent a 
decrease in cocoa revenue,—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Accra. 





German. Book Output 


Rises 2.6 Percent 


Book production in the Federal Re- 
public of Germany and West Berlin in 
1955 rose 2.6 percent over that for the 
preceding year, maintaining the upward 
trend displayed since the slight reces- 
sion in 1952. 

Of 16,660 titles published about three- 
fourths were first editions and the 
remainder reprints, The percentage 
distribution of the total, by subject 
matter, is as follows, with 1954 percent- 
ages in parentheses: 

Belles-letters lead with 16.3 (16.1), 
followed by school textbooks, 12.3 (12); 
children’s books, 8.2 (9); law and ad- 
ministration, 7.5 (7.3); and religion and 
theology, 6.1 (6.9). 

Natural science books increased sub- 
stantially, amounting to 5.7 percent 
(4.9) of the total; technology and voca- 
tional subjects comprised 5 percent 
(4.9), and history and anthropology, 
5.2 (4.6). 

The value of book production rose 
from 168.9 million German marks in 
1954 to 185.5 million in 1955 (42 
marks =US$1). Total sales of the print- 
ing and duplicating industry rose by 
10.4 percent to a value of 2.377 billion 
marks, but the average producer price 
declined 2.5 percent. The average retail 
price of books rose from 7.68 marks in 
1954 to 8.94 in 1955. 


German exports of the book trade’s 
products increased from 62.6 million 
marks in 1954 to 73.5 million in 1955. 
The value of book exports in this period 
increased from 39.1 million marks to 
44.6 million; periodical shipments from 
21.3 million to 25.9 million; and sheet 
music from .77 million to .98 million. 

Since small quantity exports are not 
included in the statistics, the actual 
total export value of the book trade’s 
products was substantially higher, about 
110 million marks in 1955, compared 
with 91.6 million in 1954. 

Imports rose slightly from 41.1 mil- 
lion marks to 42.5 million. 





Philippine copra exports in Septem- 
ber were 111,958 tons, the highest 
monthly figure since the 113,764 tons 
exported in March of 1947, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 


Natural Rubber Routed 
Through Panama Canal 


Natural rubber from the Far East 
destined to the United States, includ- 
ing supplies enroute on November 7, for 
the most’ part will reach the east coast 
via the Panama Canal until the Suez 
Canal is reopened to civilian traffic, the 
Business and Defense Services Adminis- 
tration (BDSA), U. S. Department of 
Commerce, has announced, 

Shipments to Europe will move via 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Rubber already enroute to this coun- 
try from the Far East will assure nor- 
mal arrivals for most of ‘November, 
BDSA said, and any difficulties are not 
expected until December. 


Normally, November and December 
would show a decline in U.S. consump- 
tion, but current conditions may stim- 
ulate domestic demand for rubber prod- 
ucts in these months, causing some rise 
in consumption. Normal tire buying 
by distributors and consumers, and only 
normal selling pressure by manufac- 
turers, would be in the interest of sta- 
bility, BDSA said. 


Europe Affected More Than U. 8. 


Europe is more affected rubberwise 
than the United States by the immedi- 
ate situation. Stocks of natural rubber 
in Europe are not high, and substantial 
supplies for U.S. export are not avail- 
able. Transport from the Far East via 
Cape of Good Hope adds about a week 
to the transport time to Europe or to 
the United States, engaging more bot- 
toms and increasing stocks afloat in 
these vessels,. perhaps 25 percent. 


European manufacturers in this event 
may buy and use increased quantities 
of American synthetic rubber in No- 
vember and December. U.S. stocks of 
synthetic are now well above normal 
and production is capable of substan- 
tial increase. 


Supplies of natural rubber are ex- 
pected to tighten temporarily in 
Europe; however, this does not sug- 
gest a similar immediate situation on 
world supplies of the commodity. Nat- 
ural rubber is now in the season of 
maximum production in the Far East, 
and the monthly supplies should con- 
tinue above average through January. 
The problem, for the moment at least, 
is chiefly that of international trans- 
portation and distribution. 





Condensed milk exports from the 
Netherlands for the first half of 1956 
were 262.4 million pounds compared 
with 225.5 million exported in the cor- 
responding period of 1955, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thai- 
land remained the principal takers. 
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U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





U. §. Advisers Assist 
OEEC Textile Committee 


The Ad Hoe Textile Committee of the 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation, in pursuing on November 
7 its study of the economic conditions 
confronting the European textile indus- 
try extended an invitation to the United 
States to acquaint the committee mem- 
bers with conditions in the textile indus- 
try in this country, the Department of 
Commerce has announced. 

The U. 8S. Government asked that F. 
E. Grier, president of Abney Mills, and 
president of the American Cotton Manu- 
facturers Institute, and William S. Kil- 
borne, Special Assistant to the Secre- 
tary of Commerce, serve as industry and 
Government advisers, respectively. Mr. 
Grier and Mr. Kilborne attended the 
committee’s session in Paris, October 
25 and 26. 

Mr. Grier discussed the productivity 
of the industry and the history of its 
movement from north to south. Mr. 
Kilborne discussed the various means 
through which orderly international 
marketing might be achieved with par- 
ticular emphasis upon the importance 
of developing sound merchandising tech- 
niques and distribution diversification 
through improved international under- 
standing. The group appeared very in- 
terested in the viewpoints expressed. 





Subsidies on Exports of 
Citrus Fruit Discontinued 


Because of substantial improvements 
in export prospects for citrus fruits, no 
subsidy will be paid on exports of the 
1956-57 crop of oranges and grapefruit, 
the Department of Agriculture an- 
nounced on November 8. 

For the prime purpose of reestablish- 
ing the export market for such fruit, 
the Department of Agriculture has op- 
erated export payment programs for 
oranges in each of the past eight sea- 
sons, and for grapefruit in 7. Pay- 
ment rates under these programs have 
been reduced gradually from $1.65 a 
box of oranges and $1 a box of grape- 
fruit in 1950-51 to $0.50 a box last year. 

Export possibilities are greatly im- 
proved this season, Department of Ag- 
riculture officials stated, because of 
European shortages resulting from 
freeze damage to citrus trees in Spain 
last winter. 


Two Tax Conventions 
With Italy in Force 


The two tax conventions between the 
United States and Italy, signed at Wash- 
ington on March 30, 1955, were brought 
into force by the exchange of instru- 
ments of ratification in Rome on Octo- 
ber 26, 1956. 

The convention for the avoidance of 
double taxation and the prevention of 
fiscal evasion of taxes on income is ef- 
fective as of January 1, 1956. 

The convention for the avoidance of 
double taxation and the prevention of 
fiscal evasion of taxes on estates and 
inheritances is applicable to estates or 
inheritances of persons dying on or after 
October 26, 1956. 


Pattern Followed 


The provisions of the conventions 
with Italy follow, in general, the pattern 
of tax conventions in force between the 
United States and numerous other coun- 
tries. The conventions are designed, in 
the one case, to remove an undesirable 
impediment to international trade and 
economic development by eliminating as 
far as possible, double taxation in con- 
nection with the settlement in one coun- 
try of estates in which nationals of the 
other country have interests. 

In the United States, the conventions 
apply only to U. S. (Federal) taxes. 
They do not apply to the imposition of 
taxes by the several States, the District 
of Columbia, or the Territories or pos- 
sessions of the United States. The 
Italian taxes to which the conventions 
apply are taxes imposed by the Na- 
tional Government. They do not apply 
to taxes imposed by Provinces or muni- 
cipalities. 





Exceptions to New Dutiable 
Value Open to Suggestions 


In connection with its task of pre- 
paring the preliminary list of imported 
articles which under the Customs Sim- 
plification Act of 1956 would have been 
appraised at 95 percent or less of the 
average value at which such articles 
were actually appraised for the assess- 
ment of advalorem duties during the 
fiscal year 1954, the Bureau of Customs 
has invited interested parties to pre- 
sent any relevant views as to why par- 
ticular imported articles should appear 
on this preliminary list, or why certain 
imported articles should not appear 


even though closely related imported 
articles may properly appear on the list, 
This invitation affords opportunity for 
interested parties to present their views 
to the Treasury prior to the preliminary 
list’s publication. Such views should be 
submitted in writing to the Bureau of 
Customs, Washington 25, D.C., and must 
be received not later than 60 days from 
the date of the notice’s publication in 
the Federal Register, November 9. 


The principal purpose of the Cus- 
toms Simplification Act of 1956, as in- 
dicated in its analysis in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, August 13, page 22, is 
to make the “export value” of goods 
purchased abroad their sole primary 
dutiable basis when the goods are sub- 
ject to ad valorem duties in the United 
States. Under the amended bill as 
finally enacted, that ghange is not to 
apply to the exceptional ad valorem 
imports on which the Treasury finds 
that omission of consideration of for- 
eign value would reduce the. dutiable 
value by 5 percent or more. Conse- 
quently, the new general valuation 
basis is not to come into operation until 
a final list of those exceptional articles 
is established. It is in connection with 
its preparation of a preliminary list of 
such exceptions that the Treasury De- 
partment has issued the invitation for 
suggestions. 





Cuba’s avocado exports to the United 
States reached a record 205,000 crates 
of 38 pounds net weight for the June- 
September 1956 marketing season, ac- 
cording to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 
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